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A NATIONAL SURVEY: LESSONS FROM THE PAST 


NE of the possible duties of Lord Reith will be to carry 

out a national survey preparatory to either national 
planning or regional planning. Probably this question will 
be discussed in the Commons when the supplementary 
estimates of the Ministry of Works and Buildings are 
before the House. Mr, George Hicks, the Parliamentary 
Secretary, is sure to deal with this complex issue with 
commonsense and shrewdness, 


In this, as in many other questions of reconstruction, 
we can learn much from the experience of the past. Some 
writers to-day, dealing with reconstruction after the war, 
draw so freely on their imaginations, regardless of past 
errors, that they are likely to prove blind leaders should 
they persuade this or any future Government to follow their 
advice. 

It may be useful to summarise the action that was taken 
after the last war to carry out regional surveys on housing. 
It was first decided that the country ought to be divided 
into areas, which should have, as far as possible, a com- 
munity of economic interest. Eventually the country was 
parcelled out into 15 main divisions. These were as 
follows: North England, Yorkshire, Lancastria, North 
Midlands, West Midlands, East Anglia, Wye and Severn, 
Devon and Cornwall, Wessex, the South-East Coast, 
Upper Thames, the London district, North Wales, Central 
and South-West Wales, South Wales and Monmouthshire. 
These main divisions were subdivided into 59 regions. 
It was not suggested that any of the groups were suitable 
units for general local administration, but certainly they 
proved to be a useful guide for housing policy. 

Looking back over 20 years, however, it is surprising to 
note how modest were the demands made for new houses. 
The gross need, for example, for the 15 Tyneside authorities, 
which included the great County Boroughs of Newcastle, 
Tynemouth, Gateshead, South Shields and Sunderland, 
was estimated at over 34,000. Of course many more than 
this have since been built. 

In other cases the needs remained unfulfilled and the 
problems indicated in 1920 are unsolved. For example, 
the agricultural housing in the rural parts of Northumber- 
land was said to be “of a very low standard, bordering 
on the deplorable, and the overcrowding rates are some 
of the highest in the country.” The rural housing problem 
is still with us. 

Prophecies made in 1920 have not always come true, for 
this.is one of the basic problems of town planning. How can 
human beings with limited knowledge foresee the future to 
such an extent as to be able to plan with any certainty 3 
This is, of course, one of the fundamental issues between 
compulsory location of industry and persuasive control of 
industrial development. In the survey of 20 years ago it 
was stated that in the City of York and around, “ there is 
little anticipation of industrial development, except as 
regards the extension of existing cocoa works, which housing 
accommodation will be provided by the firms concerned. 
The schemes seem likely to be sufficient, not only in York 
itself, but in the suburbs and in the surrounding rural 
districts, where housing conditions seem to be very fair. 
The writer was an optimist. : 

The survey of London contains less dogmatic statements, 
but here again a study of the survey shows surprising 


- enterprise and by local authorities- vastly 


lapses. It was pointed out that there were no housing 
schemes approved in Finsbury, Holborn, St. Marylebone, 
Southwark and Westminster, mainly on the that 
no sites were available. When it is remem how many 
thousands of flats have been provided in the County of 
London since that date, it proves how, by resolution and 
goodwill, sites were obtained- and much done to improve 
housing conditions. 

In view of the present movement for an executive plan- 
ning committee to be set up with authority over the whole 
of Greater London, it is interesting to note that 20 years 
ago the Government were advised that it would have been 
of great help to have had an outline town-planning scheme 
of Greater London agreed upon before any large housing 
operations took place. “ As, however, such a plan is not 
in existence, it is too late to hold up development until 
one could be framed.” 

Looking back we can recollect how many idities were 
committed for lack of a proper plan—blunders for which the 
present generation are still paying in taxation and 
our children will continue to pay. A concrete example will 
illustrate this. Certain houses were built on the outskirts 
of London under the Addison Act. The loss on each house 
per week was about £1. This meant that every year the 
taxpayer had to pay roughly £60 towards the cost of each of 
these houses. As the loan runs for 60 years, the bill will 
not be paid off until 1980. But a few months after these 
houses. were built the Ministry of Transport decided that 
the Great Western Avenue ought to run over the land 
occupied by buildings erected at such an expense to public 
funds. After some negotiation it was decided that the 
only thing to do was to pull the houses down. This was 
done, but the taxpayers of the present and the future will 
continue to pay. This simple example only proves the 
wisdom of planning ahead in any reconstruction schemes 
after the present war. Money and effort must not again 
be wasted on the erection of buildings which have to be 
demolished for street-widenings or for new roads. After the 
present struggle there will be the greatest possible need 
for economy in the use of the taxpayers’ money and in 
labour and materials. 7 

The survey came to an end when the late Sir Alfred 
Mond succeeded Dr. Addison as Minister of Health. He 
made much in a speech to the House of Commons on May 
12, 1921, of what he called the “ curious fact that many 
local authorities have come to the conclusion that they 
ask for too many houses.” He said that some local 
authorities who proposed schemes for 5,000 houses then said 
that they would not proceed with more than 500. The late 
Sir Alfred Mond went on, “ it is extraordinarily difficult 
for even the most acute observer of social and commercial 


events to prophesy at the present moment when the. 


cloud will pass or whether many of these people who asked 
for houses a year or two ago may not be seeking homes 
in other countries.” 

Actually, for various reasons, emigration decreased and 
the number of working-class houses built both by private 
exceeded the 
original estimates. We can indeed welcome, in view of the 

t, the creation of the Ministry of Works and Buildings, 


which should be able to work out a long-term 
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DOORWAY OF THE AUBERGE DE CASTILE, VALLETTA, MALTA. 


Miss Jean Pratt's survey of the Architecture of Valletta, Malta, which began in our last issue, is 

concluded in this. The illustration above is of the doorway of the Auberge de Castile—a building 

begun by Cassar in 1574 and completed as a spectacular example of mid |8th-century rococo 
by Cachia (1744). 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Preservation of Historic 

Srers are being taken by the Ministry 
of Works to secure the proper treatment 
of historic buildings damaged in air raids. 
Selected local architects with special 
knowledge of the historic buildings in 
their district have been chosen, in consul- 
tation with the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, to assist and advise local 
‘authorities before and during the work of 
demolition and removal of débris. 

The aim will be to avoid, wherever 
possible, demolishing damaged _ historic 
structures and to retrieve valuable frag- 
ments and fittings, such as panelling, fire- 
places and carved beams. These activities 
will not be permitted to interfere with 
rescue work or the restoration of essential 
services. 

The Ministry is anxious that the work 
of protecting architectural treasures 
should be started quickly after bombing 
has taken place, in order to avoid further 
damage by the weather or inadvertent 
demolition. It is hoped that local autho- 
rities will make full use of the architec- 
tural advisers who have been appointed. 


The New Coventry. 

Coventry City Council, on February 25, 
adopted a comprehensive redevelopment 
scheme prepared by the city architect, Mr. 
D. E. Gibson, A.R.I.B.A:, for the central 
areas of the city which were devastated in 
the big air raid on November 14-15. The 
scheme was approved for submission to 
the Ministry of Works and Buildings. It 
provides for radial roads to relieve traffic 
congestion. Historic buildings which 
remain, together with the cathedral 
ruins, are preserved and incorporated as 
features in open spaces and gardens. 


Glasgow to Consider City Architectship. 
Guiaseow Corporation Finance Commit- 
tee, by 13 votes to 11, has agreed to 
consider a proposal for the appointment 
of a City Architect. This question was 
before the Corporation five years ago and 
was defeated by a narrow majority. 
Supporters of the reform claim that, it is 
needed for reconstruction during and 
after the war. Part of the scheme in- 
cludes the co-ordination of the architec- 
tural departments of the various services. 


A Replanning Appointment. 
Proressorn W. G. Hoxrorp, Professor 


| of Civic Design at the University _of 


ee 


Liverpool, has been invited by Lord 
Reith to undertake highly responsible 
research work as a preliminary to the 
big scheme of national reconstruction 
which the cessation of world hostilities 


\ will bring about. 


Award for Welsh Surveyor. 

Cart. J. H. Emuyn Jonszs, R.E., P.A.S.I., 
has been admitted to membership of the 
Order of the British Empire (Military 
Division). The official. appointment is 
made “in recognition of conspicuous 
gallantry in carrying out hazardous work 
im a very brave manner.” 


The Premier: ‘“ Building Constructor.” 
FotLowine a recent R.A.F. raid on 
Hamburg, streets leading to the bombed 
district were closed by a boarding bear- 
ing the sign, “‘ Closed owing to construc- 
tion work.” -The next night someone 
added the inscription, “ Building con- 
structor—Winston Churchill.” 
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An Architect's Estate. 


Mr. F. G. M. Cuancettorn, F.R.I.B.A., 
of Oxford-street and Gerrard’s Cross, left 
estate valued at £28,629 (net personalty 
£28,110). 


C.C.A. Director to Retire. 

Tue Cement and Concrete Association 
announces the resignation of Major 
R. A. B. Smith, M.C., from the director- 
ship as from February 1. Major Smith 
was appointed director of the Association 
on its formation in 1935, after serving as 
chief engineer and a member of the 
council to the British Portland Cement 
Association. During the period of Major 
Smith’s connection with the cement 
industry, extending from 1923 to the 
present time, he has been concerned with 
practically every major development in 
concrete construction. He is a member 
of the council of; the Institution of Struc- 
tural Engineers and an Associate of the 
Town Planning Institute. On the out- 
break of war Major Smith’s services were 
offered to the Research and Experiments 
Department of the Ministry of Home 


‘Security. 





MR. VICTOR S. PEEL, P.LA.A.S., 
The newly-elected President of the 


Incorporated Association of Architects 
and Surveyors. Mr. Peel practises in 
Birmingham. 





of Romford, has resigned his post as from 
January 31. Mr, E. L. Johnson has been 


which position will be 
commencing salary to be 
£3850, rising by £50 p.a. to £1,000. There 
will be a £50 car allowance. 

Mr. J. D. Hows has been appointed 
Borough Engineer of Brighton, in succes- 
sion to Mr. David Edwards, who retires 
on March 31, after 16 years with the Cor- 
poration. Mr. Edwards, who was formerly 
Gity Engineer of Bath, was responsible 
for the undercliff walk between Black 
Rock and Saltdean, the new coast road 
above, the new aquarium, the bathing 
pool, and housing estates costing more 
than £1,000,000. 

Mr. H. C. H. Mownsox, F.R.1.B.A., has 
been appointed Islington Borough Coun- 
cil’s Officer for War-damaged property. 

Wandsworth B.C. have appointed 
Messrs. E. C. Harnrs anp Partners, 
Messrs. L. A. Francis anp Sons, and 
Messrs. Watiis, Gitsert ann Partyers 
to act as quantity surveyors in connec- 
tion with the preparation of the final 
accounts in respect of Civil Defence con- 
tracts. 

Mr. R. H. Marraews, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor of Wood 
Green, has retired on the grounds of ill- 
health. The appointment (which carries 
a salary of £850-£50-£1,000) will be adver- 
tised. Candidates will be required to be 
either Members or Associate Members of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers or hold 
the Testamur of the Institution of Munici- 
pal and County Engineers. 

Professional Announcements. 

Mr. W. A. Crssronp Bau, A.R.I.B.A., 
chartered architect and building sur- 
veyor, has removed his practice from 
Grantham House, Putney Heath, 8.W.15, 
to 13, South-square, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 
Telephone: Chancery 7687. 

Mr. H. H. Connyseane, F.1.A.S., quan- 
tity survéyor, late of 17, Southampton- 
place, and New Oxford House, Blooms- 
bury-way, has removed to Crown Build- 
ings, 9, Southampton-row, London, W.C.1- 
Telephone: Holborn 4557. 


IN 1916. 


From The Builder, Marcu 3. 

From a Larrer sy A. W. 8. Cross.—“‘I 
am heartily in accord with Mr. Lindley 
Latham’s excellent suggestion with regard 
to the inauguration of a permanent exhi- 
bition of Wren’s model of his first design 
for St. Paul’s Cathedral, accompanied by 
a collection of well-prepared models of the 
destroyed City churches.” 


,", Readers may have noticed in our last 
issue (Februa 28, 1941) a letter from Mr. 
F Herbert Mansford, F.R.1.B.A., 


ing the formation of a Wren in one 


of the destroyed City esis ee St. 
Bride’s or St. Andrew’s-by-the-Wardrobe— 
which should be restored for the purpose. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Advertising by Architects. 
To raz Eprron or The Builder. 
Str,—Mr. Woodward, in his letter in 
your last apparently does not 
appreciate that the Architects’ Registra- 
tion Council have rights and duties at 
common law as well as those conferred or 
imposed by Statute. Their right to ex- 


issue, 


press their opinion by way of reprimand 
upon the professional conduct of an 
architect belongs to the former category. 
Express statutory authority is not 


necessary 

On the other hand, it is clear from the 
disciplinary powers conferred on the 
Council by Section 7 of the Architects 
(Registration) Act, 1931, that the disci- 
plinary control of the profession is also 
a statutory function of the Council. 

Sypney TatcHEL., 
Chairman, Architects’ Registration 
Council of the United Kingdom. 
68, Portland-place, W.1. 


Domestic Indoor Air-Raid Shelters. 
To rae Eprror or The Builder. 

Sin,—Replying to your correspondent, 
M. H. Reeves, I think the various dis- 
abilities as mentioned by him [The 
Bwilder, February 28] could obviously be 
easily overcome, and I think the follow- 
ing answers to his queries will be quite 
plain — 

(a) and (b) A method of easy with- 
drawal of the bed for making would 
overcome these disabilities; this has, no 
doubt, been foreseen by the designer; 

fc), (d), (e) If the shelter were made 
of sufficient height as to enable the 
occupant to sit up there would be no 
cramping or difficulty in entering or 
leaving; 

(f) li the bed and shelter were placed 
adjoining an outside wall and a vent or 
opening were fixed in the wall, there 
would be no difficulty in withdrawing 
the occupant, nor would the danger of 
asphyxiation arise. 

Replying to the criticisms of the 
A.A.S.T.A., I suggest that the installation 
of the shelter and bed in the corner of a 
room would not necessarily put the room 
out of commission, especially as the top 
of the shelter could be used as a table. 
There is no doubt the designer has made 
provision against the danger of flying 
giass and splinters; this is not a difficult 
proposition. 

The shelter would obviously not he 
installed in a room where the Manger of 
collapse was possible, nor would it be 
fixed in a basement where there was the 
danger of flooding. A ground floor would 
be the best place, with a support where 
there was a space between the boards and 
the solid floor, easily arranged, and so 
‘oviating the danger of possible collanse. 

rhe reply (f) to M. H. Reeves gives the 
inswer to the criticisms with regard 1o 
‘he danger of suffocation or the risk from 
hire or vas. 

As regards the question of steel short- 
age (and why should the shelters be con- 
‘tructed of such a scarce commodity ?), 
‘hey could be manufactured at very low 
cost from the large quantities of salvage 
‘imber now lying about in various towns; 
furthermore, the shelter has been designed 
for construction in concrete sections in 


such @ way as to give equal or better 
protection. 
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I would add that, in the absence of 
bombproof shelters, which, of course, are 
the ideal apparently unobtainable, from 
my experience as an engineer who has 
occasion constantly to visit bombed areas, 
indoor shelters of a type to be fixed over 
a bed would have saved a large number 
of lives during the past few months; they 
should be controlled, however, by a party 
who has foreseen the difficulties as men- 
tioned, and who is in a position to offer 
suggestions to overcome them. 
J. W. Lister. 
21, Beech-avenue, Radlett. 


Easements of Light and Demolished 
Buildings. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 


Sir,—I have read with interest the 
comments of Mr. Percy J. Waldram, 
F.8.I., in your issue of January 31, re- 
garding the judgment of Mr. Justice 
Farwell, in the case of the News of the 
World v. Allen Fairhead & Sons (1931), 
2 Ch. 402, to which I referred when I 
wrote the letter which appeared in The 
Builder of January 17. In view of the 
consequences of abandoning easements of 
light, it is of great importance that the 
portion of the judgment relating to the 
question of abandonment should be 
clearly understood. Unfortunately, this 
portion of the judgment was omitted 
from the abstract which appeared in 
“Law Reports.” I am, however, able to 
quote the precise words used by the 
learned judge, as I have a copy of the 
transcript of the shorthand note of the 
complete judgment, delivered in Court on 
July 1, 1931. The principal passage in 
the judgment regarding abandonment 
was as follows:— 


“Now I have been asked on behalf of 
the defendants by Sir Herbert Cunliffe to 
hold that under the circumstances 
should infer that these ancient lights 
which I held existed in the old buildings 
have been abandoned by the plantiffs. . . . 
If a building which has ancient lights is 
demolished for the purpose of st a 
new building upon the same site, and that 
new building is erected as soon as possible 
after the old one is demolished, and that 
new buildi has windows or other 
apertures which do in any substantial 
extent in each window coincide with the 
old windows in respect of which there were 
ancient lights, in my judgment it would 
be extremely difficult to come to the con- 
clusion that there had been any abandon- 
ment at all. If a building was demolished 
without any intention of immediately 
rebuilding it and a space of time elapsed 
between the demolition of the old build- 
ing and the new building being erected, 
and other circumstances such as we have 
here existed. it may be that the court 
would be able to infer an intention to 
abandon, but I*am not satisfied in this 
ease that I ought to come to the concin- 
sion that there has been an abandonment 
of rights which the plaintiffs undoubtedly 
enjoyed with regard to the light before the 
old building was demolished. . . . In my 
judgment, if a plaintiff comes to the court 
and asks the court to find that there is no 
abandonment of ancient light and seeks 
to support that by showing that only a 
comparatively small proportion of the new 





COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, March 11. Housing Centre. 
Luncheon: Major E. Maxwell Fry on “ Re- 
search on a Plan for London.” 1 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 12. Royal Society of 
Arts.—Mr. W. H. Ansell, P.R.1.B.A., on 
“ London of the Future.” 1.45 p.m. 

Thursday, March 13. Institution of Struc- 
tural Engineers : Scottish Branch. Sessional 








Meeting, Glasgow. 5.45 p.m. 










here or hereabouts, and there is a window 
in the new building here and therefore 
you must infer that windows coin- 
cide, or that a portion of the two windows 
coincide. That is wholly insufficient, and 
the duty is cast upon the plaintiff in a case 
of this kind in a udgment of proving to 
the court with utmost precision the 
dimensions and position of the old win- 
dows, and when it comes to comparatively 
small portions of coincidence the lack of 
such proof is fatal, in my judgment, to 
the plaintiffs’ case.’ 
I was informed by my clients’ solicitors 
that the time that had elapsed between 
the demolition of the old building and 
the erection of the new one was approxi- 
mately two years. When the. learned 
Judge referred to the “space of time 
elapsed between the demolition of the 
old building and the new building being 
erected,” I assume that he must have 
had this period in mind. In all prob- 
ability he was also taking into considera- 
tion the judgment in the case of Ecclesi- 
astical Commissioners v. Kino (1880), 14 
Ch. D. 213, in which it was held that 
easements of light in the demolished 
windows of St. Dionis Backchurch, Fen- 
church-street, one of the London City 
churches, had not been abandoned, 
although the building had been pulled 
down in August and September, 1878. 
The case to which Mr. Waldram refers is 
of interest, inasmuch as the pefiod be- 
tween demolition and re-erection was 
approximately six years. I assume that 
the case to which he refers was one that 
was heard in the High Court. As, how- 
ever, it has not, I believe, been recorded 
in “ Law Reports,” it is presumably one 
that has not to be regarded as a prece- 
dent for the guidance of Judges in subse- 
quent cases. Possibly the judgment may 
have been one that would not have been 
upheld in the Court of Appeal. It might, 
therefore, be unduly hazardous to assume 
that, in other cases, a lapse of six years 
would not be regarded as equivalent to 
abandonment of the easements of light 
originally enjoyed. The question of 
abandonment of the easements of light is 
referred to in pages 45 and 46 of my 
book, entitled ‘‘ Easements of Light: 
Synopsis,” which was published in 1938. 
In the same book, Perspective charts 
that’ may be used for the purpose of 
reconstructing elevations to scale from 
photographs are _ illustrated. These 
diagrams are described as “‘ Co-ordinate 
Grilles,” and illustrations of them will 
be found in Figs. 8 and 9. Illustrations 
of Perspective grilles also appeared in 
1933, in my book entitled ‘‘ Easements of 
Light : Optical and Photographic 
Methods of Assessing Depreciation,” 
volume 2. Grilles of this kind, specially 
plotted for use as Perspective charts, 
have been prepared and are available for 
use. With their assistance, it is possible 
to determine the dimensions of buildings. 
and the position of windows from photo- 
graphs, either by trigonometry or by 
ordinary geometrical means. With the 
assistance of Perspective charts, it 15 
usually possible to ascertain from suitable 
photographs the dimensions of buildings 
that have either been demolished by 
enemy action or have had to be pulled 
down in consequence. 
Joun Swarsrick. 


1, King’s Bench-walk, Temple, E.C.4. 
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ARCHITECTURE 
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BY JEAN PRATT. 
(Concluded from our last issue.) 


THe Grand Masters’ Palace and the Conventual 
Church of St. John are other of Cassar’s works which 
have not been much altered. The Palace (Fig. 9), begun 
in 1572, is built round two rectangular courtyards 
and is flanked on each side by the town’s four principal 
streets. Its pleasantly grouped windows in a plain 
facade and rusticated quoins are typically Cassar. 
Above the cornice is a stone balustrade, which is probably 
of later date. An old engraving shows the Palace in 
1620 without its heavy baroque entrances or the long 
wooden box balconies. These wooden balconies were 
not introduced until the late eighteenth century and 





FIG. 9.—THE GRAND MASTERS’ PALACE. 


have replaced many of the delicately wrought-iron 
balconies that graced the earlier buildings. 

The Conventual Church of St. John was commenced 
in 1573. , Except for window openings, wall surfaces 
were kept severely plain, centering interest on the 
entrance portico. For this Cassar used the Tuscan 
Order with imposing effect. On either side of it are 





FIG. 11.—THE KNIGHTS’ HOSPITAL. 


THE BUILDER 


FIG. 10.—CONVENTUAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN. 


massive square belfries, around each of which the main 
cornice is carried. (Fig. 10.) 

Another early building which deserves more attention 
than it usually receives, is the Knights’ Hospital. 
It was one of the first buildings to be erected and was 
for many years considered the best hospital in Europe. 
Its ward, 503 feet long by 35 feet wide, looks out to sea 
over the north-east ramparts. This facade is unbroken 
save for twelve long windows, surrounded by very 
simple architraves, and a long.baleony which has been 
recently restored. The roof is slightly pitched and there 
are chimney stacks at each end, though these are 
probably much later additions as flues were usually 
channels in the outer walls. (Fig. 11.) 

By the eighteenth century the severe character of the 
Knights’ mode of life had relaxed completely into one of 
luxury and ease. Decoration was lavished within and 
without their buildings, prodigal use being made of 
rococo motifs. The most spectacular of the 
period is the Auberge de Castile, which stands on the 
south-west bastions, overlooking the Grand Harbour. 
It was commenced by Cassar in 1574, but left unfinished 
until the Portuguese Grand Master Pinto employed the 
architect Cachia to complete it in 1744. «(Fig. 14.) 

The elevations are divided into two by a string course 
and finished by a strong cornice. The lower half of 
the walls is Finished with rusticated joints. Doric 
pilasters are employed to divide the windows on either 
side of the central feature in the south facade. The 
windows at either end of the facade are set into slightly 
recessed panels. Surrounding the windows are simply 
moulded architraves, but cornices and sills are orna- 
mented with rich, foliated carving of an unorthodox 
but immensely effective design. The windows at 
street level ‘are barred by simple iron work. (See 
page 240.) 

A monumental doorway is approached 7 @ broad 
flight of steps flanked by Doric columns of baroque 
proportions. Above the doorway is a marble bust of 
the Grand Master Pinto, surrounded by a composition 
of war trophies, weapons, armour, banners and musical 
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FIG. 12.—THE ENGLISH CATHEDRAL. FIG. 13.—THE OPERA HOUSE. E. M. BARRY, ARCHITECT. 


instruments in high relief. Around the central window battlemented parapets. In 1635 these works were 
is a crush of swords, drums, helmets, flags, and over the condemned by an Italian engineer, who proposed a 
cornice is Pinto’s coat of arms. new enceinte to enclose Valletta and a space in front 

The fortifications to Valletta cannot be left un- of it, which he eventually carried out. These outer 





mentioned. They took five years to complete and lines now enclose the flourishing suburb of Floriana, for 
extend over two miles, and comprise a series of high the development of which a competition was held in 
battering walls with bastions at salient angles, decorated 1925 (won by Messrs. James Burford and 8. Rowland 
by a cable moulding over which spring vertically Pierce), and the walls on either side of the gate in the 
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FIG. 14.--AUBERGE DE CASTILE. A DETAIL OF THE DOORWAY [S ON PAGE 24 














FIG. 15.—FLORIANA LINES AT PORTE DES BOMBES—cUT 
THROUGH FOR ROAD WIDENING. 
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FIG. 16.—A WIDENED ROAD LEADING TO VALLETTA. 











(These two photos show some results of the development scheme of 1925.) 


Floriana lines have been cut away for wide approach 
roads to Valletta. (Figs. 15 and 16.) 

Additions to the city of the Knights have been 
relatively few. In 1839 an English Cathedral was 
built as a gift from the Dowager Queen Adelaide, who 
had visited the island for her health (Fig. 12). Later 


naissance Europe. 


in the 19th century an Opera 
designs by E. M. Barry (Fig. 13). Modern flats and offices 
have filled the vacant spaces, 

churches and palaces of the Knights of the of 
St. John still stand. Valletta is rich in relies of Re- 


House was erected to 
But the and 





THE NATIONAL BUILDINGS RECORD 


THE announcement has just been made 
of the establishment of the National 
Buildings Record as a centre for making, 
collating and indexing records of build- 
ings of all kinds—among them medieval 
churches, Georgian squares and palaces, 
Victorian banks and clubs, and even, in 
certain circumstances, buildings of our 
own day. From. a document which we 
have received from the new body we take 
the following extracts :— 

The work of the National Buildings 
Record, which is already in hand, falls 
into three divisions : — 

1.—The making of a central index of 
records of buildings preserved in England 
and Wales. This work has been proceed- 
ing for many years in the hands of the 
Architectural Graphic Records Commit- 
tee, whose index will form the basis of the 
Record’s work. 

2—The recording of architecturally 
important buildings, especially those in 
vulnerable areas. In London, for example, 
churches rich in interesting monuments 
and houses with interiors of great and 
often unsuspected beauty are already 
receiving attention. 

3.—The documentation of war damage 
to buildings of artistic, historic or scien- 
tific value. This means securing records, 
wherever possible, of buildings wholly 
destroyed, and making rapid surveys of 
those seriously damaged before demoli- 
tion takes place. 

Although the National Buildings Record 
has come into being as the result of the 
present emergency, it is expected to be- 
come a national institution of consider- 
able importance. It will play its part 
after the war in matters of reconstruction 
and redevelopment by helping to. settle 
vexed questions of what to preserve, what 
to rebuild, and what not to rebuild. It 
will be of vital importance where the 
decision to reinstate an old building has 
been taken. And it will provide for prac- 
tising architects, students, artists, war 

istorians, historians of architecture, and 
the general public, a body of easily acces- 
sible information on the architecture of 
Britain. 


Origin of the Scheme. 

Last October, when the activities of 
German bombers began to have a marked 
effect on London, a suggestion was made 
by the Ministry of Information to the 
Royal Institute of British Architects to 
the effect that a scheme for making and 
preserving records was urgently needed. 
The Institute took the matter up at once 
and called a conference of societies and 
individuals interested in architecture and 
in the preservation of records. The con- 
ference deputed a small committee to 
consider what action should be taken. 
The committee drew up a detailed scheme 
for the establishment of the Record, and 
approached Lord Reith, Minister of 
Works and Buildings. Lord Reith gave 
the scheme his wholehearted support, 
and, on his representations, the ‘Treasury 
made a grant sufficient for the National 
Buildings Record to come into being and 
tackle some of its more urgent objectives. 
Funds are still needed, however, to enable 
the Record to develop to the full extent. 


Advisory Council and Directorate. 


The National Buildings Record works, 


under the general supervision and direc- 
tion of the following Advisory Council :— 
The Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid Greene, P.C., 
Master of the Rolls (Chairman). 
Mr. W. H. Ansell, M.C., P.R.1.B.A. 
Mr. A. W. Clapham, ©.B.E., F.B.A., 
Secretary, Royal Commission on Histori- 


cal Monuments. ce 
Sir Kenneth Clark, K.C.B., Ministry of 


Information. 

The Very Rev. Dr. D. H. 8. Cranage, 
F.S.A., Dean of Norwich, Chairman, 
Central Council for the Care of Churches. 

The Rt. Hen. the Earl of Crawford and 
Balcarres. oS 

Mr. G. H. Chettle, F.S.A., Ministry of 
Works and =e 

Mrs. Arundel! Esdaile. 

Mr. H. 5S. Goodhart-Rendel,P.-P.R.1.B.A. 

The Rt. “Hon. Lord Harlech, P.C., 
G.C.M.G., F.S.A. : 

Sir Charles Peers, Kt., C.B.E., F.8.A., 
F.B.A., F.R.1.B.A., Surveyor to West- 


minster Abbey. 


Professor A. E. Richardson, A.R.A., 
F.8.A., F.R.LB.A., Professor of Architec- 
ture, London University. 

Mr. Walter H. Godfrey, F.S.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., has been appointed as Direc- 
tor, and Mr. John Summercon, B.A. 
(Arch.), A.R.I.B.A., Deputy Director, 
responsible to the Advisory Council. 

The organisation is at present estab- 
lished at 66, Portland-place. (Telephone : 
Welbeck 1881.) 

Policy. 

The Record will become the central 
source of information on records of build- 
ings, but the fullest collaboration is 
intended with bodies doing similar work. 
Many such exist—for example, the Central 
Council for the Care of Churches, the 
London Survey Committee, and various 
provincial organisations which are doing 
excellent work in surveying the architec- 
ture of particular areas. 

The Record looks for public support in 
its task of obtaining graphic and photo- 
graphic records of buildings destroyed by 
enemy action and of ensuring the preser- 
vation and availability of records of other 
valuable buildings throughout the coun- 
try. It is hoped that building owners and 
others who have drawings in their keep- 
ing will communicate with the Record so 
that the drawings may be registered in 
the Index. In some cases owners may 
wish to hand over drawings to the 
Record; in other cases it would be desir- 
able for copies to be made of the draw- 
ings and deposited with the Record. 

Photographs will also be received by 
the Record, but only photographs of very 
high architectural quality are required. 
The “amateur snap” is only of conse- 
quence where it records lost buildings of 
which pictorial evidence is scarce. 

It is anticipated that many owners of 
valuable buildings in areas subject to air 
attack will wish to ‘have records made of 
their property. In these cases the Record 
will be ready to advise and assist in the 
prosecution of the work. A_ limited 
amount of recording work will also be 
undertaken by the Record at its own 
expense. 
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KENSINGTON, 
MESSRS. STEWART & HENDRY, 
F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECTS. 

MAIN ENTRANCE, PEMBRIDGE GARDENS. 
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FLATS, PEMBRIDGE SQ.,° 
KENSINGTON, W. 


* 


MESSRS. STEWART AND 
HENDRY, F.R.1.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS. 


GENERAL AND S1te.—Residential 
club for professional and business 
men and women working in 
London. In addition to the usual 
public rooms, the clients required 
that each resident should have a 
furnished suite comprising a bed- 
sitting room, a private bathroom 
and w.c., and a small entrance 
lobby; also a certain amount of 
built-in furniture. Building occu- 
pies a corner site with frontages to 
Pembridge-square and’ Pembridge- 
gardens. 

CONSTRUCTION AND EXTERNAL 
Frnisues.s-R.c. frame with brick 
panels. Floors and _ roofs, r.c. 
hollow tile. Partitions, generally, 
breeze blocks; between the bed- 
room suites compressed fibre blocks 
have been used for extra sound 
insulation. Roofs, asphalt, lined on 
the underside with compressed fibre 
ior heat insulation. Brick  treat- 
ment was desired by the clients to 

‘avoid clashing with the grey stucco 
and cement-rendered facades of 
neighbouring buildings. Light cream 
or stone-coloured facing bricks were 
used, with a certain amount of 
cast stone for string courses and 
main entrance. 

INTERNAL Frutsues. — Entrance 











FRONT TO PEMBRIDGE GARDENS. 


hall, dining-room and lounge are 
finished with a patent plywood. 
Dining-room is finished in natural 
oak, the entrance hall in mahogany 
and the lounge in poplar. Dining- 
room is carpeted throughout, the 
lounge is floored with Gurjun wood 
blocks, and the main staircase and 
corridors are finished with rubber 
flooring. Kitchen has tiled floors 
and walls, and ceilings are finished 
in stippled glazed paint, pale 
yellow. Bedroom suites are dis- 
tempered a light cream colour, and 
woodwork is of unstained Oregon 
pine, flat varnished. Bedrooms and 
lobbies are carpeted throughout. 

Services.—Heating is by low- 
pressure hot water from a sectional 
boiler serving radiators in all 
rooms. In addition to central heat- 
ing, each bedroom is fitted with an 
electric panel-type fire. Food ser- 
vice is by twin electric lifts from 
kitchen to service room on ground 
floor. Main passenger lift is of the 
electric self-operating type. 

Cost.—£52,000 (approx.). Price 
per foot cube, Is. 9d. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. Haymills, Ltd. Sub-con- 
tractors and suppliers included: 
Lawford & Co., asphalt; Bradford 


& Co., Ltd., reinforced concrete; 
Proctor & Lavender, facing bricks; 
Grovebury Brick Co., sand-lime 
bricks; Stent Precast Concrete 
Co., Ltd., cast stone; Wellinlith, 
Ltd., “‘ Wellinlith ” slabs; Luxfer 
Ltd., pavement lights; Hollis Bros. 
& Co., Ltd., wood-block flooring; 
Sealocrete Products, Ltd., weter- 
proofing materials; H. W. Dutton & 
Co., Ltd., central heating, ventila- 
tion and hot water; Aga Heat, Ltd., 
Aga cookers; Gas Light and Coke 
Co., gasfitting; Earleymil, Ltd., 


_ automatic stokers; F. H. Wheeler & 
'Co., electric wiring; A. Grant & 


Sons, plumbing; John Bolding & 
Sons, Ltd., sanitary fittings; Run- 
nymede Rubber Co., Ltd., stair- 
treads and rubber flooring; Taylor, 
Pearse & Co., door furniture; Rust- 
proof Metal Window Co., Lid., 
metal casements; G.P.O., _ tele- 
phones; G. A. Harvey & Co., Ltd., 
letter-chute and dust-chute; Hoyle, 
Robson, Barnett & Co., Ltd., Glaze- 
ment cement; Clark, Hunt & Co., 
Ltd., wrought iron; Southerns, Lid., 
flush doors; Carter & Co., Lid., wall 
tiling; Flexwood Distributors, Ltd. 
wallpapers; Benham & Sons, Ltd. 
kitchen and service 

Aldous & Campbell, Ltd_, lifts. 
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PERSPECTIVE OF COMPLETED PORTION OF SCHEME. 


A BLOCK OF OFFICES AND SHOPS, BAKER STREET, W. 


MESSRS. J. STANLEY BEARD AND BENNETT, 
F. & L.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS. 


SES Tr eter ne cer rgiensrnenniompene semeucrrgenenatinamnenseentoeic shen aeetiyeinsan 


This building at 81, 83 and 85, Baker-street, W., 
was designed to be part of a building which will 
one day occupy the corner of Baker-street and 
Crawford-street, and, in consequence, reciprocal 
lighting areas ‘suitable for the whole building 
when eventually completed had to be arranged in 
planning the present structure. The front is of 
Portland stone in Georgian style. The et gprs 
comprises four shops with Meuse’ ale six 
floors of offices above. The general contractors 
were Messrs. Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., W.1, 
and the principal sub-contractors were : Steel- 
work, Dorman, Long ; electrical work, Troughton 
& Young; metal windows, Crittalls ; ; Portland 
stone, South Western Stone Co.; and hollow tile 
floors by the Flooring Contractors, Ltd. 
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ALTERATIONS TO THE ATHENAEUM, 
BURY ST. EDMUNDS, SUFFOLK. 


MR. BASIL OLIVER, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


Tue Athenzeum, Bury St. Edmunds, is a well-known 
eighteenth-century building—or Assembly Rooms, to give it 
its original name—and is still in use to this day for its 
various purposes. A few years ago the Town Council 
acquired it from the Marquess of Bristol, High Steward of 
the Borough, and were fortunate in having a bequest from 
his uncle, Lord Francis Hervey, to be spent on the 
Atheneum. The expenditure of this money was. utilised 
for making an improved entrance hall, cloak-room accom- 
modation, and a new and easier staircase from the inner 
hall up to the library, reading rooms and billiards room 
on the first floor. 

The north (or main entrance) end of the building, in 
which these entirely internal rearrangements were made, 
faces the Angel Hill, and appears to date from the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century; whilst the main part of 
the building (in the-Adam manner, but not actually de- 
signed by Robert Adam, the architect of the local Town 
Hall), comprising the famous ballroom, was added during 
the last decade of the same century. 

The new entrance hall was formed by converting a mean 
and unworthy entrance lobby, with two flanking rooms, 
into a spacious entrance (crush) hall, with ladies’ lava- 
tories at east end (in the background of the photograph), 
and accommodation for hats and coats at opposite end. 
The columns in foreground are old, but those beyond are 
replicas. Some of the beams are old and some are new. 
The paving is all new, and so is the skirting of modern 
blue-and-white Dutch tiles (an idea borrowed by the archi- 
tect from paintings by the old Dutch masters). 

The work was carried out under the architectural direc- 
tion of Mr. Basil: Oliver, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., by Mr. Harvey 
G. Frost, A.I.0.B., builder and contractor, of Bury St- 
Edmunds. Futher details are on page 254. 
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Sreakine in the House of Lords on 
February 26, Lorp (Minister of 
Works and Buildings) made a statement 
on Reconstruction policy. He said:— 

“In the debate on November 13 I said 
I had been charged to consult with others 
concerned and to report to the Cabinet 
‘the appropriate methods and machinery 
for dealing with the issues involved’ in 
the reconstruction of town and country 
after the war. I said I would do this 
quickly, and I did. 

“T am now able to make a first state- 
ment on duties. assigned to me, on pre- 
liminary organisation, and generally on 
the approach to this work. Within the 
framework of the study of post-war prob- 
lems to be undertaken by the Minister 
without Portfolio, I have been charged 
with a special responsibility for seeing 
that all practicable preparations are 
made for the physical reconstruction of 
town and country. ‘ Physical reconstruc- 
tion’ is thus a definite and distinct sec- 
tion of post-war problems. 

“Many of the matters to be taken into 
account concern Departments other than 
mine. My particular responsibility is to 
exercise the functions of central planning 
and co-ordination and to initiate the work 
and give general guidance and supervi- 
sion. By arrangement with colleagues I 
propose to utilise the resources of other 
Departments, and to ask for the collabo- 
ration of professional and technical Asso- 
ciations. I am now selecting a small staff 
with the necessary knowledge to work 
with me at the centre. 


Establishment of Consultative Panel. 

“Further, I am inviting a dozen or 
twenty individuals who have special ex- 
perience in this field to assist me, and to 
be associated with this work from the 
beginning in a consultative capacity. To 
the establishment of this panel I attach 
great importance. It will be observed 
that we are set upon making a thorough 
examination of various points of view and 
profiting from the past. In due course we 
shall need, and shall have, policy deci- 
sions on such questions as the place of 
agriculture in the national economy, the 
distribution of industry, and the organisa- 
tion of transport. These decisions will be 
applied by planning. 

“There are other decisions which 
Government and Parliament may ulti- 
mately take. But, in. the meantime and 
now, I am authorised in the preparatory 
work to proceed on certain assumptions : 

That the principle of planning will be 
accepted as national policy and that 
some central planning authority will be 
required; ; 

That this authority will proceed on a 
positive policy for such matters as agri- 
culture, industrial development and 
transport ; 

That some services will require treat- 
ment on a national basis, some region- 
ally and some locally. Here there are 
issues of devolution of central responsi- 
bilities and of co-ordination of local 

The importance of maintaining 
the character and independence of local 
authorities is recognised, but it will 
probably be found necessary to readjust 
their present functions to enable certain 
of their powers to be exercised on a 


ones 


RECONSTRUCTION POLICY 


LORD REITH ON THE ISSUES INVOLVED 
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wider basis. We must consider im- 
partially the whole administrative 
machinery. 


“Immediate work falls into three 
groups. First, the measures necessary to 
prevent action during the war which 
would prejudice the work reconstruc- 
tion thereafter. I announ on January 
29 the establishment of an expert com- 
mittee under Mr. Justice Uthwatt’s chair- 
manship. Their main reference was to 
examine the subject of compensation and 
betterment, which is fundamental to 
planning. I regard this examination as 
of first-rate importance, and it is proceed- 
ing apace. The committee also have the 
urgent reference about speculation in 
land values. 


“Another immediate step was to start 
an examination of actual conditions in 
what might be regarded as test areas. 
Three heavily damaged areas were chosen 
in order that the difficulties, legislative 
and administrative, standing in the way 
of redevelopment might be shown. The 
local authorities concerned are visualis- 
ing their cities as they might be, though 
they obviously cannot make final. plans 
tintil all enemy menace has passed. Broad 
conceptions are being taken as the basis 
of this inquiry in Birmingham, Coventry 
and Bristol. The Minister of Health and 
myself have sent specially qualified offi- 
cers to consult with the local authorities, 
for whose co-operation we are grateful. 

“T will not anticipate the results of 
these surveys, but among the problems 
which have already emerged from dis- 
cussions I have had in London and else- 
where are: the prevention of building 
which -would conflict with planned, 
sound and *comprehensive redevelop- 
ment; powers of land acquisition; powers 
which local authorities will themselves 
need in redevelopment—the normal pro- 
cedure of separate Bills for each area 
being obviously inappropriate. 

“The second group is Research and 
Information. We need a sure foundation 
of knowledge for national planning—that 
is for any central planning authority in 
discharge of its duty to secure the best 
use of land in the national interest. 
Much independent research has been 
done and is available; valuable investiga- 
tion is in progress now. We shall take 
full advantage of it all and seek to col- 
laborate in its extension. 


Initial Steps to be Taken. 

“Our initial programme is now being 
drawn up, but I can indicate what is in 
mind. We need, as the basic information 
of a planning amthority, a survey of 
resources extending into regions and local 
areas and showing particulars of industry 
and population. Akin to this is the 
examination of what are suitable regional 
units for planning. We shall investigate 
particular problems such as the possibili- 
ties, including the economics, of urban 
redevelopment and revival. As another 
illustration, the cost of different types of 
urban development, expansion and settle- 
ment, and the conditions in which each 
is suitable, will come under. review. In 
this second group I include technological 
research into building methods and 


materials. 





the war to exercise such foresight as 
possible on housing and public services. 
Examination of System of Planning. 

“ The third group of things 
concerns what might be called the system 


tive machinery, central and local, and of 
the legislation required for the operation 
of planning on a national and regional 
basis. There is a great deal of critical 
investigation to be done—taking stock of 
the past, framing improvements and 
adapting the system to any extent, so 
that it may deal adequately with all that 
will be demanded of it, and with all the 
opportunities of reconstruction. 

“ Much valuable criticism and informa- 
tion are set out in the report of the 
Royal Commission on the Distribution of 
the Industrial Population, and in other 
papers. Planning has been essentially 
local—deliberately so. The unordered 
growth of huge towns has produced too 
high a central density and traffic conges- 
tion. Buildings have sprawled indiscrimi- 
nately over the countryside; good agricul- 
tural land as well as much of the heritage 
of beauty have been lost for ever. There 
are detailed criticisms also of the existing 
system on the grounds of slow and cum-* 
brous operation, and of varying exercise 
of powers by local authorities and ~uch 
like. 

“It is probable that legislation will, in 
fact, be required to give effect to some of 
the agreed conclusions which will emerge 
from all this work; and, if so, it will be 
promoted. 

“In none of this should anything be 
found which diverts Government or 
Ministry from maximum war effort.’ But 
the idea of a planned and ordered recon- 
struction is surely an incentive to, and 
encouragement of, war effort.”’ 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

Li than Air. Stephen Wilkinson, 

AFC., F.R.LB.A. yp Ber Arthur H. 
Stockwell, Ltd.) Price 6s. net. 


Money in Exports. Walter Buchler. 
cuenta, Usetal Pebineiens.) Price 10s. 6d. 
net. 

Alabaster Tombs. By Arthur Gardner, M.A., 
F.S.A. (London : Cambridge University Press.) 
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Plastics in 3 Plastes. i 
don : Canoes & ie tak Price 12s. 6d. 
net. 

The Rule of Equity. J. Taylor Peddie. 
(London: Williams & Bel Ltd.) Price: 
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The Streets of London. By Thomas Burke. 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price: 10s. 6d. 
net. 


House Planning. By Wooster Bard Field. 
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BUILDING THE NEW 
LONDON 


SOME OPINIONS. 

Lory Rerrn, making his first public 
appearance as Minister of Works and 
Buildings at Foyle’s Lunch, on February 
27, ‘at, Grosvenor House, W., had a sharp 
word to say to those who thought that 
preparations for replanning during time 
of war were unnecessary. 

‘‘ Planning,” said the Minister, *‘ must 
precede construction and reconstruction, 
and let no one speak in a foolish way to 
the contrary. It is stupid to say planning 
is not necessary in a city which has 
spread tentacles of desecration over 80 
vast an area of green fields.” He did not 
propose to speak in detail of bis plans, 
but he invited attention to a serious 
problem—Were they to plan from the last 
war or plan for the next war? Someone, 
he declared, had to solve that problem, 
or they would find themselves with a 


multitude of two-faced signs, with 
“Garage” on one side and “ Bomb- 
proof Shelter’ on the other. He would 


ask all who were intefested in the re- 
planning of London to think of the 
responsibility that rested on them as 
guardians of the traditions of the past 
and the needs of the future. 

Tue Lonp Mayor or Lonpon (Sir George 
Wilkinson), who occupied the chair, said the 
time was ripe for planning the replacement 
of the wrecked homes of the courageous people 
of the capital with something better. 

The Cuarrman or tHe L.C.C. (Mr. Emil 
Davies) said that were he asked to advise 
General Chiang Kai-Chek og the rebuilding 
of Peking, he would offer six points of advice. 
First, the execution of all and com- 
mittees putting forward purely self-interested 
views on replanning; second, the creation of 
space as a keynote to planning : skyscrapers 

with 


“which would replace horizontal slums 


vertical slums were not wanted; third, the 
barrmg of steam trains within a certain radius 
of the centre of the city; four, the utilisation 
of the space above railway cuttings for build- 
ings, enabling the creation of open spaces else- 
where; five, no warehouses in the city; and 
six, making certain that private owners of 
land were not allowed to frustrate the plans 
of the authorities. 

Mr. Cartes Larmam said-that local autho- 
rities must be the agencies for rebuilding, 
perhaps reorganised on a wider basis. 
Authorities should be able to acquire at 
reasonable cost such land as was necessary ; 
where there was access of value, that increase 
must be secured for the public benefit. 

‘The Dean or Sr. Paut’s (the Very Rev. 
W. R. Matthews) said that he would make all 
town-planners contem the two pictures 
by Canaletto of m after the death of 
Wren. London had two elements of beauty— 
a rarger yy and St Paul's. They should be 
the foci o any reconstruction, though both 
had been scandalously neglected and even 
spoiled. By the erection of Faraday House 
in 1952 the Government had committed a 
crume against St. Paul's by obscuring the best 
views from the south side of the river. Plato 
had said that a city reflected the souls of its 
citizens, and the war was revealing the thi 
that mattered—not wealth, power or magiifi- 
cence, but the things of which St. Paul’s was 
the eternal symbol—justice, beauty and truth. 

Sm Gites Guserr Scorr entered a plea 
for a greater simplicity of control. ‘ Under 
our present system of building control,” he 
declared, 
stripped of its virtues.”” He hoped archi- 
tects would be employed in the earl stages of 
replanning while schemes were in a Rui state. 

Architects were the only @ trained in 

planning. “ Have them in,” said, “‘ and 

ve them in early. Choose the right men 
and then trust them.” 

Mr. Oseerr Lancaster also spoke. 


“no scheme can escape being - 


THE BU 


PLANNING POST-WAR 
HOUSING 


I~ a paper read before the Institution 
of Structural Engineers on February 27, 
Mr. W. Cyrm Cockine, M.I.Struct.E., 
outlined some proposals for post-war 
re-housing. 

“The “urgent necessity to re-house large 
numbers of people when the war is over will 
create an acute of bricks and 
seasoned timber, whereas there will be a ready 
supply of cement and steel,’ said Mr. Cock- 
ing. ‘Structural engineers will have a 
unique ity to evolve an economical 
and rapid m of constructing dwellings 
on a large scale. Houses must be fireproof, 
vo contain xo alae cl band tea the 
uilding, must be ca i warm 
and weatherproof at little first cost and with 
small maintenance charges.”’ 


He pg, Dr that to fulfil these require- 
ments a oie wash. ee hell aadlecty 
standardised pre-cast concrete units made 
under factory conditions, the walls being 
insulated to whatever extent was necessary 
by the use of fibrous slag wool in order to 
reduce the amount of heating necessary and 
to make the structure as. a whole more sound-* 
proof. The roof should be strong enough to 
resist penetration of i i bombs and 
capable of further strengthening if necessary. 
Recent experience had proved that pre-cast 
concrete units only 2 in. thick, made under 
factory conditions, were more effective pro- 
tection against weather than an 11-in. cavity 
wall with or without rough-casting. = 

The air raid shelters would be partially 
below ground and be entered from below the 
concrete staircase. Such a room could be used 
as a cellar or food-store duri time. 
Houses built in this way, dec the lecturer, 
would be excellent subjects for architectural 
treatment. Outer walls could be finished with 
rough-cast, tiles, or faced with brick. He 
visualised the development of district heating, 
that was, a communal heating system whic 
was circulated to a group of houses in the 
same way as existing services of gas and elec- 
tricity were distributed, and also suggested 
that the Institution of Structural Engineers 
should appoint an expert corfimittee to pre- 
pare a report with recommendations as regards 
the structure of post-war houses. 

_ The lecturer concluded by su ing that 
in order to facilitate the construction of com- 
mercial and public buildings, the worki 
superloads earings in the by-laws for suc 
buildings be reviewed with the object 
of making such reductions as could safely be 
csisting tendototy superionte,” hs declare? 
existing mandatory su :” he 
“‘are generally ple ea as being on the 
heavy side for most buildings and could be 
reduced withott ps gangs gy relative safety 
of the structures as a le. The effects of 
enemy action have clearly demonstrated this 
fact. The com; structure has un- 
doubtedly proved that it is much stronger 
than its weakest part as calculated in accord- 
ance with the by-laws.”’ 


SOUTH WALES INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS, CENTRAL (CARDIFF) 


Informal Digcussion. 
A tea and discussion ing of the South 
Wales Institute of Architects, Branch 


be ee eee , on Tues- 
y . w @ representative 
gathering of architects and students of archi- 
tecture met under the chairmanship of Mr. 
John Bishop, A.R.I.B.A., and took part int a 


jon on the subject ‘ War _ 


5 
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RECONSTRUCTION AND 
ART 


AN 1.A.A5S. LUNCH DISCUSSION. 


Tae London and Home Counties 
branch of the Incorporated Association 
of Architects and Surveyors held a lunch- 
time meeting on February 13, aj 75, 
Eaton-place, S.W.1, and Mr. Wire 
Satter (the Editor of the Parthenon) 
read a paper on Art. Mr. Reeraip 
Browne presided. 


The lecturer said that we began our teach- 
ing and a iation of art at the wrong 
a. If we learned to recognise the qualities 
of proportion and balance in small things, in 
articles of daily use, we should progress to 
appreciation of the highest, For this reason 
he attached great im ce to what was 
called ‘* ign in ustry’’; it was one of 
the few healthy manifestations of the past 


decade. Art was too often looked upon as 
something apart from daily life, something 
shut up in museums and galleries; in sober 


truth, it lay all about us had we the eyes to 
see. It was not difficult to awaken in 
children a love of natural beauty, but how 
much more wonderful and interesting would 
a landscape seem to them if it was pointed out 
that part of its beauty was the work of man. 
It was impossible to attach too much im- 

rtance to children. The most important 
‘orm of building was the school, and the 
architect who was entrusted with its design 
had am especial opportunity and responsi- 
bility. The appreciation of art was partly 
a matter of habit; it was as easy to become 
used to good things as to become used to 
bad ones, and children who had grown accus- 
tomed to beautiful surroundings and to 


handling well-designed objects, were not 
likely later in life to be the dupes of jerry- 
builders and other imposters. e must try 


to remove the common fear that art was an 
esoteric mystery available only to the few. 
In Pg! Loge! we made there was the oppor- 
tunity for esthetic expression. Of tradition, 
the lecturer said that in our effort to find 
standards we could not cut ourselves off from 
the accumulated wisdom of the generations 
who had gone before us. We should not 
blindly accept all that was old, much less 
slavishly copy it, but the qualities that, made 
an object a work of art were valid for all 
time, and the study of those objects which 
successive generations had confirmed as pre- 
eminent examples of art was indispensable 
to the formation of a sound gsthetic 
jadgment. He suggested the formation of 
an 1.A,A.8. General Art Society, and con- 
cluded that art was not only a vital element, 
but indeed the vital element of the recon- 
struction that lay before us. 


In the discussion the CHarrman said that 
in any earlier period of the world’s history 
one of the first things a man did who had 
gained eminence by making money or other- 
wise was to make himself a little more sensi- 
tive to the civilisation in which he lived, But 


. now such men seemed to take a pride in their 


ignorance of art and left such matters to 
ildren. There was a widespread lack of 
appreciation of the fact that there was any 
enjoyment to be got out of beauty. He re- 
membered talking to a Toc H group on this 
subject a few years ago. A very nice fellow 
got up and said: “ Weil, Captain, I am sure 
we have very much enjoyed your i, but 
one question I would like to ask, t is the 
use of this beauty? ’’ To this the reply was 
made : “‘ Well, it is rather a difficult question, 
the most difficult in the world. All TP can say 
is that a cabbage is a very useful thing, but 
I would not on every occasion exchange it 
for a rose.” To this the questioner ans : 
“* Well, of course, I should be with you there, 
because I make my living as a florist.”’ 

The question was raised of the relation of 
the seechine to art. The lecturer replied that 
it was difficult to know whether the machine 
was art or not, but he had always in mind the 
— ‘that the architect depended on the 
machine. 
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THE CONSTRUCTIONAL INDUSTRIES, 1941 


[FROM A CORRESPONDENT. | 

Tue present year will be one of more 
than usual—even in war time—import- 
ance to the Constructional Professions 
and Industries. In the light of the crea- 
tion of a Ministry of Works and Buildings 
and the possible development in the 
administrative activities of that Ministry 
—not only im relation to the present 
military and civil defence needs, but also 
in the field of what is sometimes loosely 
described as national reconstruction—the 
constructional industries may well have 
to undergo a considerable measure of 
self-examination to. satisfy themselves 
that in their present make-up and organi- 
sation they are in a condition to make 
the most efficient contribution to the 
Ministry’s needs and policy. 

It is obvious that the Minister himself 
will not be able to proceed very far with 
any particular phase of policy without the 
closest possible contact with the indus- 
tries most direetly concerned with the 
implementation of his policy. He must, 
to be successful, have the best possible 
industrial machine at his disposal. It 
may, with comparative safety, be assumed 
that the Cabinet were not satisfied with 
the response to their 
needs; hence the creation of a new 
Ministry. It may also be assumed that 
the immediate task of the Minister is in 
the main twofold—namely, (i) to bring 
the Government’s administration of the 
nation’s war-time constructional require- 
ments into more efficient order; and (ii) 
to see that the industries concerned are 
likewise in the most efficient possible con- 


dition. Under both these heads of i 
the industries emselves /sho ve 
well-rea ormulated points of 


view to be expressed. 


Overlapping of Activities. 

So far as the present Ministerial ad- 
ministration of the country’s needs is con- 
cerned, the comment of the industries will 
no doubt tend to centre around the 
obvious overlapping and duplication of 
activities; both within single Departments 
and among the different Departments 
now calling in somewhat discordant notes 
and in a quite unco-ordinated manner, 
apparently, for various forms of building 
production. A considerable measuré of 
reform, based on a wide measure of 
Departmental centralisation, is called for 
in this connection, é industries may 
be relied upon to give full voice to the 
national needs in this direction. 

It is when the Minister comes, as it is 
expected he will, to talk to the accredited 
representatives of the industries them- 
selves on their own deficiencies, and even 
inefficiencies—as he may have found them 
to be as the result of survey—that the 
industries msgelves will have to con- 
sider undertaking some parallel measure 
of centralisation of cont: guidance 
which appears to be as obviously called 
for in their case as it is in the case of 
the Government Departments. Centrali- 
sation of Government Departments must 
involve a/parallel ure of centralisa- 
tion on the part of the industries. 

The picture presented to an enlightened 
Minister (it must not be forgotten that 
the present Minister is a civil engineer) 
by the present organisation of the indus- 
tries cannot be very inspiring. Under 











constructional | 


normal peace-time conditions, for 
ce, the constructional industries are 
the — we of male labour, yet 
economically they are quite without 
lans,  principles,/ or any form of 
e tened guidance. Economically 
Just do not, know where they are; how a: 
why they function in the manner they do; 
or, above all, what in fact are the stimu- 
lating forces which set them in motion. 
In short, economically they function 
blin y- They have neither economic 
policy nor formulated knowledge of their 
position in the economy of the nation or 
of the Empire, loose and disjointed as 
[this economy may be. 


Position of Construction im National 
Economy. 

The primary requirement of the Con- 
structional Industries calling to be put 
upon an ordered basis is, therefore, their 
position in the national economy. That 
in itself is no small task. Almost of equal 
importance, the industries technically 
are equally unorganised; the tethnical 

| training of the craft—as apart, perhaps, 
| from that of the professions—is entirely 
, divorced from the industry. Much of 
what training is given on the trades and 
craft sides is done at the expense of the 
general tax- and rate-payer. That may 
or may not be a particularly bad position, 
but the fact remains that the industries 
as.such have little status or effective voice 
in the control of their own trairiing facili- 
ties; this is not indicative of a particu- 
larly high sense of industrial responsi- 
bility. 

It is not necessarily good that the 
industries’ training facilities should be 
farmed out to the nation. In this respect 
perhaps the architects are a little to 
blame. There should be much closer 
contact between the architects and opera- 
tives. The day may well have been 
passed when the operative will continue 


Chere ete 


craftsmanship. To design a building 
which reduces craftsmanship to a mini- 
mum, irrespective of the economic or 
social effects upon craftsmen (and as 
some would say upon the public function 
of architecture), is as much a@ social sin 
as it is in most cases a sin agaifist the 
truth of British architecture—the prac- 
tical interpretation of which still depends 
upon British craftsmanship. 

The modern operatives, on their part, 
must learn to appreciate, as did their 
forebears, that their craft affinity with the 
architect’s is much closer than with that 
of the contractor. The basis of contact 
between the architect and the operative 
is very wide and should be intelligently 
fostered by both to their mutual, and the 
nation’s, benefit. 


Standards of Welfare. er ia 
jologically, . judg om modern 
ale ae constructional industries 
do not rank high; welfare, benevolent 
and effective after-care services barely 
‘exist beyond the limited ones valiantly 
' provided by the Trade Unions. Whether 
‘ such schemes: should, in fact, ever be. in 
operation upon an independently 
organised basis, or whether such emer- 


dag ’ ;make-up, 
to look with equanimity on the continu- / motives not n 
ance of a general form or phase of design | national in 

} which ignores all thought of the status,/ narrow separatist tendencies. 

or of the intelligent use of, building’ 






It is in the field of organised representa- 
tion, however, that the Minister would 
probably find the greatest chaos and over- 
lapping of function. The one bright ex- 
ception in this dull picture would be the 
operatives, who are the one section in 
which organised representation is, for 
practical purposes, 
national representa body. For the 
rest, the Minister is confronted with 
many overlapping and conflicting organi- 
sations. On the professional side, the 
position is one which must early be 
remedied. Manifestly, there is no need 
for at least four separate organisations to 
represent the architects. The engineers 
and surveyors are not in quite such a 
bad position in this respect; none the less 
their representations on any matter, 
trivial or important, can, at times, be 
unnecessarily duplicated. The pro- 
fessions associated with, and so largely 
dependent on, the constructional indus- 
tries must, therefore, set about putting 
their representation in order, if they are 
to show a clean bill of efficiency to the 
Minister. 

So far as building employers are con- 
cerned, the position of so-called national 
organisations is far plex to be 
anything approaching efficient. The 
interests of the employers in the construc- 
tional industries are so well defined, clear- 
cut and comparatively simple, that it is 
almost incredible that there should be so 
many divisions in their representative 
arising very largely from 
rily parallel with the 

but more usually 


No Justification for Separation. 

It is among employers that evolutionary 
forces appear to be developing most 
rapidly, clearly calling for clear-cut and 


industries. It is 
position of the material 
suppliers is revealed, however, that some 
little concern arises. While this, per- 
haps, is still the more backward section 
of the constructional industries organisa- 
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obviously to establish and interpret their 
economic position in terms of ordered 
dev nt. 

eo a tasks of the constructional 
industries this year are likely to be as 
manifold as they are complex. The 
obligation of self-examination is cer- 
tainly settled upon the industries. No 
lethargy should be further excused. _As 
the new Ministry develops, and organisa- 
tionally and administratively feels its 
feet, it is hardly likely to tolerate for long 
unnecessary inefficiencies in the indus- 
tries on which its own efficiency and 
future status must largely depend. 
Remedies from above are likely to be 
much more painful than those which can, 
and should be, administered from within. 





It only remains, perhaps, to be added 
that in the matter of combining to make 
themselves a practical and working indus- 
trial entity, much has been accomplished 
by the constructional industries during 
the past ten years—particularly in the 
direction of mutual trust and understand- 
ing, where most satisfactory progress 
bas undoubtedly been made—due in no 
small measure to the influences exerted, 
apparently, by the Building Industries 
National Council, but the conditions 
thrown up by war urgently demand much 
greater efforts to be made towards the 
establishment of recognised machinery to 
apply the widespread benefits both to the 
industries themselves and to the economy 
of the country as a whole. 


WAGES AND HOURS 


A UNIFIED SYSTEM FOR THE BUILDING AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING TRADES 


By |. 


Overtime in the building and civil engi- 
neering trades before the war was gener- 
ally regarded as waeconomical both on 
the score of cost and production. 

It was disliked by the employer because 
he knew that the output per hour over 
the whole day or week was reduced as a 
result of continual overtime. No em- 
ployer would allow overtime to be worked 
unless he had jncluded in his estimate for 
same or was allowed extra payment to 
cover the cost. This cost was - 
at something more than the actual wages 

id. 

p The men objected because of reduction 
in leisure hours and because of the pre- 
valence of unemployment in their various 
trades. They were also aware that only 
too often overtime was worked to try to 
make up for time wasted both in starting 
the work and in settling details after the 
job had actually started. On the other 
hand, it must be stated that individually 
building trade workers were often very 
willing to work overtime in order to ob- 
tain a wage that would to some extent 
counter-balance the effects of unemploy- 
ment and broken time, and which would 
enable them to obtain, if in regular 
employment, an improved standard of 
living. 

These basic considerations have not been 
substantially altered in effect or point of view 
owing to war conditions. Up to very recent 
times there was still considerable unemploy- 
ment; there have still been delays in start- 
ing and settling details and in co-ordinating 
the delivery of pre-fabricated items with site 
conditions. 

Overtime is now being generally worked, 
and it would be difficult for the workers to 
meet increased costs of living and taxation 
without the additional wages resulting from 
such overtime. 

It is not denied that possibly for short 
periods to meet very ial occasions and 
serious difficulties overtime may be justified, 
bat all evidence goes to show that continued 
overtime, so far from leading to increased out- 
put, actually reduces it by 20 per cent. to 
25 per cent. 

e first reaction is that men deliberately 
or unconsciously co-ordinate their physical 
and mental efforts to allow them to work for 
the hours demanded of them. The cutti 
periods for rest and recreation, mame. 
its toll; the adjustment of effort does not 
fully compensate, and —— on ger 
occurs. . It is gee sa i 
days off at times always eo jes 
continual overtime. The sameeiankial holi- 
days are taken to overcome actual fatigue or 
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to meet the workers’ desire for recreation. 
Similar results obtain among factory workers 
machines whose speeds regulate 


their efforts; overtime in such cases is accom-. 


panied by increased absence from work owing 
to illness, etc. 

While continued overtime is the main cause 
of unde uction, it is not the only one. 
Another is the physical condition that exists 
— men who have been subjected to con- 
tinued periods of unemployment. Even after 
a reasonable period of continued employment, 
with its opportunities for rebuilding the body, 
it is noticeable that the output in districts 
where the men have been subjected to con- 
tinued unemployment does not reach the level 
of districts and men who have never been so 
subjected 


at work of men over 60 years of age. In 


spite of care taken by contractors’ agents and | 


foremen to gate these men, there is, as 


employment of boys and youths who are not 
fully developed or properly fed. On the 
assumption that war conditions make it neces- 


} 
; ; made on selected j 
Another cause of low output is the retention | ery Lag 


\ matter is second 
a result of their employment, a general slow- | main principle involved. 
‘ing up of work; the same applies to the/ 








tions regarding overtifne are 

must, however, be recognised that there a 
occasions when overtime can be for 
short periods and for i If 


made to prevent them. 
The only factors that should be allowed to 
affect the wage rates are the cost of living 


and the availability of ag ro 4 
modities. An increase in either of t should 
be accompanied by an increase in the rate of 


Pare. 
ith a proper ——- i tem in 
in the country a reduce Sai be the 
correct and effective method for bringing con- 
sumption down to meet any shortage that 
might occur. The above considerations are a 
frame within which increased production and 
better organisation can be obtained. It may 
be asked, Will the worker himself respond to 
such a system by putting into the shorter 
working time the incr effort to obtain a 
roduction total greater than obtained by the 
nger working time? He will undoubtedly 
so, and even more if he can be assured that 
the work he is doing is for the national 
and that such efforts will be continued not 
} y during the war but after. That such 
itional production is possible is shown by 
he existence at peg of very different rates 
of production and the results of piece or bonus 
systems where operated. It is also general] 
recognised that production has dropped wit 
general overtime. 

If the above suggestions are put into opera- 
tion it should not be done without ample time 
for preparation. Most careful exp jon 
should be made by all methods possible—i.c., 
broadcast, ag, ge speeches and by direct 
contact with tr. unions and employers’ 
organisations. Experiment should also be 

! and in selected districts 
in order to arrive at the best times and 
periods for work. The writer has views on 
this question, but it is thought that this 
and separate from the 


ration 


here are, of course, many special cases to 
be considered and conditions to be met, but 
these are matters of detail and subordinate to 
the main objective. They can be met and 


sary to continue the employment of such men\ dealt with within and in accord with the 


it becomes even more important that long and 
continuous overtime should be stopped. 


If the present system of long hours is © 


allowed to continue it will result in an in- 
creasing rate of underproduction as time goes 
on. hours worked added to time 
travelling, often under difficult conditions, do 
not leave sufficient hours of rest to allow the 
average worker to recover his full capacity for 
work day by day. A shorter working week 
is therefore not a matter of choice but a real 
necessity if a higher rate of production is to 
be obtained. 

Before this is attempted, however, certain 
basic considerations must be set down. 

1, That all men working in the building 
and civil engineering must work the 
same number of hours each week, this no 
matter on what type of work they are engaged 
—Government, Local Government, or private 
work. Unless this is done there will be con- 
tinued competition between different Govern- 
ment and Local Government Departments and 
their contractors to get men by offering what 
are, on the face of it, more attractive terms, 
but which by their very nature must finally 


urgent i 
This, always provided reasonable subsistence 
and travelling allowances ara made. 

2. The rate of pay for this equal week must 
be adjusted to luce for the men a weekly 
age about equal to that being obtained at 
resent under overtime conditions; there is 


ca 


\ general principle. 


1 


THE ATHENAUM, BURY ST. EDMUNDS. 

In connection with our illustration of this 
work of alteration (see page 250), Mr. Basil 
Oliver, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., writes : The new 
black-and-white flooring was laid Messrs. 
Art Pavements and tions, Ltd., and 
has an advantage over real marble in that it 
was possible to introduce a plentiful propor- 
tion of non-slip carborundum into its compo- 
sition. Messrs. Martin van Straaten & Co., 
Ltd., supplied the Dutch tiles for the skirt- 
ing, as well as the four modern rush-sea 
ladder-back settees which were also made in 
Holland. The brass electric light fittings, both 

ndants and bracket lights, are adaptations 

rom an antique brass chandelier, and were 

made by Messrs. Woodall & Emery. 

Finally, a word of praise is due to the 
P her, Mr. Gerald F. Lambert, 
era tga St. ce mpc for his - 
c y hotograph, an enlargement © 
which was ‘canada in the annual exhibition 
of commercial hy held last autumn 
at Princes Galleries, Piccadilly, where it was 
one of the outstanding successes of the ex- 
hibition. 


An Army Welfare Appointment. 

At the invitation of Lord Nathan, Director 
,of Welfare to the Eastern Command, Mr. 
| W. E. Rice. vice-chairman of Rice & Son, has 
i — the Command Welfare Advisory 

Council. 
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W. FARE OF WORKMEN 


MIN cTRY OF LABOUR MEMORANDUM. 

Ministry of Labour and National 
Se (Factory and Welfare Depart- 
is just issued a Memorandum in 


a ion with the Building Operations 
a rks of Engineering Construction 
(Wi » and Safety Provisions) Order, 
1941 ‘H.M. Stationery Office, price 2d. 
net n which attention is drawn to a 
number of matters relating to the welfare 
of workmen engaged on constructional 
operations of national importance. 


Rapid and satisfactory progress with such 
oper stions, it is stated, has been impeded by 
insufficient attention to the provision of 
amenities for workmen on the site. W here 
work is required under uncomfortable condi- 
tions away from the amenities normally avail- 
able in a town, and relatively little is done 
to ameliorate them, health is likely to be 
affected and discontent is liable to arise, with 
the result that the work is less efficiently and 
quickly done. Conditions have in a number 
of cases been substantially improved ; but ex- 
perience shows that, if they are bad at the 
outset of the job, there are considerable diffi 
culties in preventing men from leaving it and 
also in securing additional labour. It is im- 
portant, therefore, that the welfare of the 
men should not be treated as a secondary 
consideration and that contractors should see 
that the necessary welfare provision on the 
site is so far as possible made in advance 
and not after the men have found a lack 
of it. 

The precise provision to be made will de- 
pend on the circumstances of the particular 
case, and its satisfactory planning and main- 
tenance in relation to conditions at the site 
will involve considerable attention to detail. 
This emphasises the desirability of there 
being an officer or officers in the firm with 
a real interest in the welfare of the men and 
the specific duty of seeing that conditions on 
the firm’s jobs are at least reasonably good 
from this point of view. In the case of a 
firm undertaking substantial contracts, it may 
be appropriate to have such a welfare officer 
based on headquarters, with assistants to pay 
special attention to particular jobs or groups 
of jobs. They should work in co-operation 
with other supervisory staffs who are pri- 
marily concerned with the actual execution 
of the work, and should have sufficient autho- 
rity to ensure that the welfare side receives 
due attention. The Order enables legally 
binding directions to be given to a contractor 
to make arrangements for welfare supervision 
by way of the appointment of such an officer 
or officers; but it is hoped that contractors 
will do what is necessary in this matter with 
eut such formal directions having to be 
resorted to. : 

While a competent and suitable welfare 
officer should be able to arrive at a fair 
opinion as to what. provision should be made 
at any particular site, regard being had to the 
nature and extent of the facilities available 
in the immediate vicinity, it is considered 
desirable to set out, for the guidance of con- 
tractors and their staffs, the list of matters 
which should receive definite consideration. 
These are as follows : Shelter from inclement 
weather; accommodation for clothing; mess- 
rooms and provision for meals, and washing 


facilities; drinking water; sanitary convent- 
en first-aid; air-raid shelter; sleeping 
an mp accommodation ; washing facilities ; 
f ties for washing and drying clothes ; 
sanitary conveniences for the encampment; 
mie g arrangements; recreation; first-aid 
al bay; state of ground and footpaths; 
eu; sion; safety. Detailed suggestions 
ar ven in the memorandum under all the 
a eads. 


pointed out that the above is not to 
led as an exhaustive list of matters 
ttended to or as dispensing with any 
nents of the local health authorities, 
.n indication of the least which should 
consideration by contractors and their 
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welfare officers. Moreover, the value and 
success of the welfare arrangements will 
largely depend upon, and can be appreciably 
enhanced by, personal attention to planning 
and to improvements in detail in such matters 
aS convenient arrangement of the facilities, 
the cheerful appearance of canteens and 
recreation rooms, and additional facilities 
such as arrangements for securing letters and 
newspapers, wireless, and so on, and for 
entertainments in the bigger camps. It is 
hoped that the appointment of welfare officers 
by contractors will thus be of real assistance 
both to the firms and to the workmen. 

The Order does not automatically apply 
any requirements, but enables the Chief In- 
spector of Factories, or any other Inspector 
of Factories expressly authorised by the 
Minister, to give certain directions ‘which 
then become legally binding. It must not be 
taken as implying that in the absence of such 
directions contractors are not expected to 
take welfare and safety measures of the kind 
above indicated. 


PROBLEM OF MATERIALS 


In the course of a talk on this subject at a 
recent Housing Centre lunch, Mr. E. H. 
Ellis said the whole fundamental economic 
outlook on the building industry was a 
wrong one. It had been assumed that we 
desired permanence, whereas in practice, 
owing to the fact that in this country we 
possessed no natural periodical tornadoes of 
destruction, we did not, in fact. require per- 
manence if the normal conditions of the 
modern world. We should build houses to 
have a strictly limited life, and a life that 
had, indeed, very much less than the old 
99-year term lease, which was the basic prin- 
ciple on which so much of London was built. 

It was generally admitted that. slum clear- 
ance was something that had come into 
existence as the result of the actual materials 
of which houses were made lasting too long. 
They were rot in any sense capable of being 
changed rapidly in the fact of improving or 
at least. changing social conditions. It was 
one of our old familiar problems in another 
form: that was, to get rid of old capital. 
One way of achieving this would be to lower 
the initial cost of houses so that there was 
not so much to be scrapped. This could be 
done by applying to the building industry the 
methods of lowering productiorf costs that had 
been so successful in other industries. If we 
could get rid of old capital easily, then the 
slum problem might be said to have been 
solved overnight, as it might be taken for 
granted that no one really wished to create 
or to perpetuate slums. 

If, then, it might be assumed that everyone 
had the will, the purpose and the intention 
not only to abolish existing slums, but to 
prevent | fresh ones from growing, It was 
obvious that all we had got to do was to con- 
centrate on the actual mechanical methods of 
bringing about our heart’s desire. He sug 
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gested that this could be done by nothing 
less ambitious than a complete survey, a 
rationalisation and, where , @ Te- 
development of all our methods of building, 
which in turn involved a reconsideration of 
available materials. 


PURCHASE TAX 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


Tue following statement is issued by the 
Customs and Excise in amplification of para- 
graph 11 of Notice 77 for the guidance of 
registered persons and others concerned :— 

(a) Sales of chargeable goods to a Govern- 
ment Department must be charged with tax 
except in the case of direct sales to any of the 
following Departments (referred to as Exempt 
Departments), viz., the Admiralty, Air Min- 
istry, General Post Office, Ministry of Air- 
craft Production, Ministry of Supply, Ministry 
of Works and Buildings, Stationery Office, 
and War Office, where the registered seller 
is able to show that the goods were supplied 
under a written contract or order from the 
Department concerned, containing a clause 
making it clear that the price of the goods is 
exclusive of Purchase Tax. Where yor 
Departments are buying tax free, they will 
arrange for the inclusion in the tender or 
order of a clause as follows :— 

‘The price quoted shall be exclusive of 
Purchase Tax in respect of any sale result- 
ing from the tender (or order). If any 
claim is made for Purchase Tax in respect of 
the sale the Department will indemnify 
the contractor against such tax.”’ 

If the foregoing conditions are not fulfilled, 
the seller will be accountable to the Revenue 
for Purchase Tax on the transaction, and 
should charge the tax in the ordinary way. 

Only Exempt Departments of H.M. Govern- 
ment in the United Kingdom, as specified 
above, and their authorised local officers and 
branch establishments, are in a position to 
conclude contracts or orders containing the 
essential clause. It follows that tax is 
chargeable when chargeable goods are sold 
for use in this country to other Government 
Departments, to Dominion and Allied Govern- 
ments, and to local authorities, etc. 

(b) Posrr.on or Sup-conrractors.—ILt will be 
noted that exemption from tax is allowed only 
to direct sales by a registered firm to an 
Exempt Department. Exemption does not 
apply to sub-contracts, and sub-contractors 
engaged on Government work cannot buy or 
sell tax free on that account. Such a sub- 
contractor, if registered and selling chargeable 
goods, must charge tax in the usual way, 
unless the main contractor is also registered 
and is purchasing the goods as stock or 
materials under his registered number. 

(c) TENDERS BY UNREGISTERED Finms.—The 
exemption applies only to sales by registered 
firms, and tax cannot be remitted if an un. 
registered firm sells to a Government Depart- 
ment. But in order to meet the case of un- 
registered firms who buy goods tax paid 
tendering in competition with registered firms, 
arrangements have been made by which con- 
tracting Departments, when inviting tenders, 
will ascertain whether or not the tenderer is 
registered. If he is not registered and it 
appears that he would get the order if the 
tax paid were deducted from the price quoted, 
the Buneet ments concerned will ascertain from 
him the amount of the tax, and, when com- 
paring tenders, will take this amount into 
account in order to put registered and un 
registered tenderers on an equal footing. 

(d) Tax-rree PcrcHases BY GOVERNMENT 
Conrractors.—It should be clearly understood 
that the fact that a registered firm may be a 
Government contractor selling under the con- 
ditions set out above in no way alters the 
circumstances in which the firm may buy 
goods tax free. As explained in paragraph 8 
of Notice 77, registered firms may buy tax free 
under their registered number only goods 
which are Lond fide intended for rse as manu- 
facturera’ materials or wholesalers’ stock, and 
this position is not altered by the fact that 
the firm concerned may be engaged on Govern- 
ment work. 
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A.R.P. SCHEMES 
LONDON. 
Battersea. B.C. placed contracts with 


Windsor Floors, Ltd., 98, London-rd., 
Mitcham. and J. Garrett and Son, Ltd., 83, 


Balham Hil, 8.W.12, for civil defence work; 
W. Moss i Sons, Ltd., North Cireular-rd., 
“.W.2. for eonstruction of domestic com 


; shelters. 
Heston and Isleworth.—T.C. received ap 
! from the London Civil Defence 
eg r 500 brick domestic surface 
Hornchurch.—l.1).C. approved, subject to 
Regional Commiss‘oner, shelter accommoda 
at A.R.P. depots, and accepted tender 
at £2,022.—Pians passed: Shelter at Upmin- 
ster, for Boots, Ltd. 
London.—L.C.C. sanctioned strengthening 
of eontrol rooms at fire stations, £1,172; 
ailaptation of premises as an auxiliary fire 
station, £450; protection of staff accommoda- 
tion at hospitals, institutions, ete., £18,300. 
ind provision of bunks in shelters, £1,350. 
Maiden and Coombe.—T.C. carrying out 
ilterations at a first-aid post.—Additional 
juarters are to be provided at 





siee ping 
Manor Farm. 

Ruislip-Northwood. — U.D.C. placed _con- 
raet with G. Young (Fioriston), Ltd., Long- 


ir.. Greenford, for 12 shelters at rest centres, 
t £3,500. 

St. Pancras.—B.C. to build shelter in fore- 
yurt of public library. Plans by A. J. 
Thomas (F.).—Council to provide under- 
ground reinforced concrete shelters in Ken 
tish Town-rd., Ampton-st. and Ariington-rd. 
for about 1,200 people in all, at £12,300.— 
Val de Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., 
to waterproof trench shelters, at 5s. 4d. per 
yard super.—Council approved a scheme, 
prepared by Controller, for waterproofing of 
919 domestic surface shelters, at £2,667. 
Work will be carried out by H. Hanson, 
Lid., F. Pollard and Co., Ltd., Frank Batty 
and Smith, Ltd., and Kirk and Kirk, Ltd.— 
Contracts for 48 communal shelters” in 
Ward 4, to accommodate 1,992 people, at 
£7,980, placed with Albert Monk, and for 
supply of steel scaffolding for shelter con- 
struction work, at £112 18s., with H. W. 
Bewley. Ltd. 

Twickenham.—Approvai given for conver- 
sion of basements into public shelter.— 
Proposed shelter to be erected at Tedding- 
ton clinic, at £550.—For three posts, T.C. 
placed contracts with Sloggetts (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., and Limpus and Son, Ltd. 

Walthamstow. — T.C. received approval 
from Board of Education for heating and 
lighting of shelters, at £315 1s.—Boro’ Eng. 
and Sur. submitted alternative estimates for 
shelter under bridge.—Boro’ Eng. to expend 
on protective works at sanatorium £1,100.— 
Contract placed with Sealocrete Products, 
Lid., for waterproofing trench shelter. 

Wood Green.—B.C. placed following con- 
tracts: Protected accommodation at depots, 
W. R. Cruse, Ltd., £245, for generai build- 
ing works; Redpath, Brown and Co., LAd., 
£222, for steelwork; and the Siegwart Fire- 
proof Floor Co., Ltd., £134 7s., for precast 
concrete slabs; C. J. Pilgrim and Sons, at 
£175, for new control room at a fire station. 


PROVINCIAL. 

Alnwick. — U.D-C. to build communal 
shelters by direct labour. Pians by T. 
O'Farrell, Sur. 

Adwick-le-Street. — U.D.C. prepared plans 
for further shelter accommodation, at 
£13,161. Plans by W. E. Ellis, Sur. 

Belfast.—T.C. placed contracts for shelters 
with Thornbury Bros., Ltd., Ravenhill-rd., 
Belfast; Evans and Brown, 51, Bienheim- 
dr., Belfast, and 8S. V. Caruth, Hazeldene, 
Galway Park, Dundonald. Plans by R. B. 
Donald, M.Inst.C.E., City Sur. 

Biaydon-on-Tyne. — U.D.C. to drain 1,000 

relters, at £1,250. 

Cheimsford.—R.D.C., at request of Eastern 
Regional Committee, preparing scheme for 
shelters at Runwell. 

Chester.—T.C. resolved that application to 

made to Senior Regional Officer for 
proval of scheme for lighting of com- 
domestic shelters, at £1,946.—Chief 
ficer of Fire Brigade to arrange for brick 

tection at auxiliary fire station at a 

spital. 

Coventry.—T.C. to rebuild lime mortared 
shelters to new design.—Additional Ander. 
son steel shelters to be provided. 

Derbyshire. — C.C. to provide additional 
shelter accommodation in urban districts of 
Bakewell, Ashbourne and Wirksworth and 
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in rural areas of Ashbourne, Bakewell, 
Chesterfield, Repton and Belper. Plans by 
J. Harrison (A.), County Architect, St. 
Mary’s-gate, Derby. 

Devon.—C.C. placed contracts for shelters 
at various schools. Plans prepared by 
H. V. de Courey Hague (F.), County Archi- 
tect, 97, Heavitree-rd., Exeter. List of con- 
tractors are on page 261. 

Durham.—C.C. accepted following tenders 
in connection with A.R.P. work: Lighting 
and heating of three shelters, Stockton In- 
stitution, Ny ateicen and Coates, Middles 
brough, £120; lighting and heating of four 
shelters at Easington Institution, T. Hen- 
derson, Durham, £117; lighting and heating 
of six shelters at Chester-le-Street Institu- 
tion, S. R. Taylor, Chester-le-Street, £158; 
lighting and heating of four shelters at 
Houghton-le-Spring Institution, T. Hender- 
sop, Durham, £126; surface shelters and 
blast walls to hutments at Chester-le-Street 
Institution, G. MeCali, New Herrington, 
£1,670; protection work at Seaham Hall 
Sanatorium, J. Clark and Son, Ltd., New 
Seaham, £465; building blast walls at Earl's 
House Sanatorium, G. Gradon and Son, 
Durbam, £118; protection work at Richard 
Murray Hospital, H. Ayton and Son, Black- 
hili, £189; protection work, St. Mary’s Home, 
Prudhoe, T. Coulson, Spennymoor, wane“ eg 
tection work at Rainton Bridge Hospital, J. 
Robinson, Houghton-le-Spring, £154; protec- 
tion work at a hospital, Dixon, Elliott and 
Sons, Durham, £157; two shelters at a hos- 
pital, Bell and Ridley, Durham, £201; 
sheiter at another hospital, Robinson, 
Houghton-le-Spring, £110. — M.H. and 
Treasury sanctioned borrowing by C.C. of 
£696 for shelter at Dinsdale Park residen- 
tial school.—Contract for converting house 
at Durham into hospital let to Dixon, Eliiott 
and Sons, Sunderland-rd., Durham. 

Gloucester. — T.C. recommended, subject 
to Regional Officer of Ministry of Heaith, 
to accept tender of Building and Public 
Works Construction Co., Ltd., of Swindon, 
to construct five shelters at hospital. 

Grantham. — Kesteven C.C. to erect three 
publie surface shelters.—Tenders accepted 
for alterations, etc., at a rescue party depot, 
at £542, and for two surface shelters at 
council schools, at £395, submitted by W. 
Foster and Sons, 41, Castle-gate, and B. 
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Pumfrey, Ltd., St. Catherine’s-rd.. ro ac. 
tively. Plans by C. B. Metcalfe (F.), Cnty 
Architect, Sleaford. _- 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—E.C. to build an 
tional 29 school shelters to plans by 4 
Page, Son and Bradbury, 75, King-st., ith 
Shields. No contracts let. 

Hinckley. — U.D.C. propose 22 addi: \y) 
domestic communal 48-person sheiter  j;, 
Coventry-rd. area and 10 on Wykin {{,)) 
estate. Plans by J. 8. Featherston, s 

Horbury.—Two shelters to be erect at 
isolation hospital, for U.D.C. Plans by 4 
Hillier, Sur. Contract let to Duncan Many 
and Sons, 8, Belie Isle-dr., Sandal, Wake. 
field. 

Jarrow. — T.C. approved schemes for 
shelters at Grange School and for more 
yublic shelters by direct labour. J. Scot 
Veir is Boro’ Eng.—T.C. to provide decon- 
tamination centres at two council schools, 

Loftus.—U.D.C. to build reinforced com. 
munal shelters in Market-pl. Plans by &, 
Hollis, Sur. i 

Manchester. — T.C. to instal bunks in 


domestic shelters, providing for 90.00 
adults and 30,000 children. 
Melton and Belvoir. — R.D.C. accepted 


tender submitted by A. F. Bishop, Main- 
st.. Asfordby, Leicester, for surface com. 
munal shelters, at £1,227. 

North Riding.—E.C. to provide additional] 
sheiters for 540 children, at £2,500. Plans 
by County Architect, Northallerton. No 
contracts let. 

Rawtenstall. — T.C. approved plans for 
shelter for Ashworth and me hg Ltd. 

Reeth.—R.D.C. proposed to provide shelter 


accommodation. Pians by F. W. Seott,. 
Sur. 
Richmond (Yorks).—R.D.C. to build 


shelters at seven villages. I 
Blenkinsopp, Sur. 

Ryton. — U.D.C. received consent from 
Regional Commissioner to build 27 surface 
shelters, at £432. 

South Shields. — A.R.P. Committee to 
build laundry for decontamination pur 
poses. Plans by A. G. Richardson, Acting 
Boro’ Eng. 

Tyldesley. —U.1).C. preparing estimates of 
cost for installing electric lighting in 
shelters.—U.D.C. propose waterproofing and 
concreting sheiters. Plans by F. E. Jones, 
Sur. 

Tynemouth.—J. H. Rodgers, Tynemouth, 
secured contract for six wardens’ posts, for 

Cc 


Plans by 


Walsall.—E.C. propose additional A.R.P. 
work at electricity works, at £3,365. Plans 
by H. A. Howie, Boro’ Electrical Eng. 

Wellingborough.—U.D.C. accepted tender, 
at £307, submitted by Stevens and Co., Park 
st., Wellingborough, for two public shelters. 
—U.D.C. prepared plans for shelters to ac 
commodate 4,515 persons, at £22,670. Plans 
by R. Kilby, Sur. 

Whitby. — U.D.C. placed contract with 
R. A. Wilson and Sons, Spring Hill, Whitby, 
at £4,048. for 25 surface shelters of 48-person 
tvpe. Plans by J. R. Seward, Eng. and Sur. 
List of tenders on page 262. 

Worksop. — R.1D.C. received approval for 
212 shelters in parishes of Cariton, Hodsall 
and Harworth, at £43,500. Plans by W. 
Flint, Sur., Carlton-rd. 


SCOTLAND. 
Glasgow.—Plans prepared by T. Somers, 
architect, George-sq., for shelters at Fern 
bank-st. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


The Ministry of Traasport. makes the fol- 
lowing announcement. :— 

Since September, 1939, insurers have agreed 
for periods of three months at a time to oo 
tinue and extend, without any general 
merease in rates, existing policies 
‘‘ grouped "’ motor goods vehicles, althou! 
the Emergency Powers (Road Vehicles «0d 
Drivers) Order, 1939, removed certain rest 
tions on “‘ A,” ““B” and ‘‘ ©”’ licences w 
the Road and Rail Traffic Act, 1933. 1 
arrangement was extended until February %, 
1941, and the Minister is glad to annou 
that the insurers have now agreed to exte J 
the arrangement until May 31, 1941. 


New Plasterers’ President. 

Mr. T. G. Bowler, of High Wycombe, 
been elected to the presidency of the Lon 
Master Plasterers’ Association, which of 
carries with it a seat on the council of 
London Master Builders’ Association. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


Yur some contracts still open, but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those with an 


’ asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 


at the head of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders: a patie (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at 
tie end refer to the person from whom particulars 
may be obtained. 


BUILDING. 


MARCH 7. 
Nuneaton T.C.—Repairs to houses and 
shops in Attleborough-rd. and Lister-st. 
It. C. Moon, Boro’ Sur. Dep. &1 Is. 


MARCH 10. 

Beckenham T.C.—Protective works to 
A.R.P. recreation room and dormitories at 
, report centre. J. Dove, Boro’ Eng. and 
Sore ere hool, West T 
Ealin -.€.—Temporary school, West = 
ord. hs W. Seddon, Boro’ Eng. Dep. £1 Is. 
Longford Board of Health and Public 
Assistance.—Repairs to ward. Secretary, 
County Home, Longford. 

MARCH 11. 

St. Ives (Hunts) T.C.—Work at slaughter- 

house, North-rd. G. G. Yeandle, Boro’ Sur. 


MARCH 12. 

Bridlington T.C.—Demolition of chimney 
stack in Brett-st. and reduction in height of 
stack. G. Melvin, T.C. 

Chislehurst and Sidcup U.D.C.—Public 
surface shelters in reinforced brickwork 
with reinforced concrete roofs. Eng. and 
Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 

Easington R.D.C.—Surface shelters. C. W. 
Clarke, Eng. and Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 

Rickmansworth U.D.C.—40 communal 
domestic surface shelters, Sur. 


MARCH 14, 
Co. Cork E.C.—Vocational schools at Dun- 
manway. E, P. O’Fiynn, architect, 60, South 
Mall, Cork. Dep. £10 10s. 


MARCH 15. 
Penistone &.D.C.—Communal domestic 
surface shelters. Sur. 
West Kesteven R.D.C.—Surface shelters. 
G. L. Robinson, Eng. and Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 
Whitehaven T.C.—108 surface communal 
shelters. Boro’ Eng. and Sur. 


MARCH 17. 

Billericay U.D.C.—40 brick and concrete 
public shelters. H. B. Mayhew, Sur. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Bootle C.B.—Adaptation of “The Guild- 
hall,’ Brasenose-rd., to form temporary 
school premises. W. <A. — Harrison, 
M.Eng.(L’pool), Boro’ Eng. and Sur. 

Lincoln Corporation, — Extensions to 
Thorngate slipper baths, Waterside North. 
City Eng., Silver-st. Dep. &1 Is. 


MARCH 18. 

Abertille U.D.C.—Seven surface brick 
shelters at Blaentillery schools, Cwmtillery. 
A. Gordon Jones, Eng. and Sur. Dep. £1 1s. 

Filey U.D.C.—Brick surface type com- 
munal shelters. G. 8S. Challacombe, Sur. 

Norton . U.D.C.—Ten brick and concrete 
public surface shelters. T. T. Stockdale, 
clerk. Dep. . 

Swadlincote U.D.C.—Brick and concrete 
communal domestic surface air raid 
shelters for approx. 6,000 persons. 

Baker, Eng. aad Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 21. 

Wexford T.C.—34 bungalows at Green-st. 

P. K. MeNally, Town Hall, Wexford. Dep. 


[2] 
MARCH 24. 
Donegal Distict’ Mental Hospital. — 12 
uses. C€. V. McLaughlin, architect, 
Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. Dep. &5. 
MARCH 25. 
Exeter T.C. — Two brick pump-houses at 
ervoirs. R. H. Dymond, City Eng. and 
r. Dep. £2 2s. : 
West Midlands Joint Electricity Authority. 
Sub-stations and buildings in Stafford- 
ire. H. F. Carpenter, Clerk and Manager, 
) ae Dudley-rd., Wolverhampton. 
p. Is. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 


MARCH 10. j 
Lunesdale &.D.C.—Interior_ redecoration 
portion of institution. E. Ellis, Sanitary 
spector, Hornby, near Lancaster. : 
Morley T.C.—Exterior and interior paint- 
g . decoration of 40 houses. Boro’ Eng. 
; “6 
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Wycombe R.D.C.—Exierior decoration of 
council houses. §. W. Bi igh- 
High Wycombe. Birch, 17, High-<t., 

MARCH 12. 


Miliom R.D.C.—Repairs to 27-29 and 31-33, 
Queen-st., Millo 85 a - 
Millom. ’A. Lawnepie, deck. en 


: MARCH 15. 
Solihull U.D.C_—Painting of 88 houses. 
C. R. Hutchinson, Eng. and Sur. 
Rochdale Corporation.—External painting 
of houses on various estates. Boro’ Sur. 


MARCH 17. 
Rushden U.D.C. — Decorating — various 
council houses. Housing Manager. 


MARCH 18. 
Leeds E.C.—Various trades for repairs to 
buildings. George Guest, Director of Educa- 
tion, Education Offices. 


: NO DATE. 

Cambridge.—Demolition to ground level 
of 1 and 2, Roseneath Villas, Histon-rd 
Gray, Son and Cook, surveyors and fire 
assessors, 29, St. Andrew’s-st. 

Saffron Waiden.—Installation of central 
heating and extension of hot-water supply, 
for Joint Hospital Board. . Parry wi 
liams, clerk to Board, King-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


MATERIALS. 

The materials for which tenders are invited normally 
include one or several of the following :—asphalt, bricks, 
brooms, building lime, cast-iron pipes, cement, stoneware 
pipes, granite chippings, granite kerbs, gravel, gulleys, 
lime, manhole covers, painters’ materials, plumbers’ 
materials, road stone, slates, sand, stone, tar, tarslag and 
bituminous macadam, timber, and whinstone screenings. 
Readers should obtain full particulars by personal inquiry. 

MARCH 10. 

Colchester T.C.—H. Collins, Boro’ Eng. 

Dewsbury C.B.—E. Shaw, Boro’ Eng. 

Doncaster C.B.—Cast-iron and spun water 

ipes and special castings. Water Eng., 2, 
prory-pl. : 

Haslingden T.C.—R. Taylor, Boro’ Sur. 

Morley T.C.—Boro’ Eng. 


MARCH 11. 

Armagh R.D.C.—J. A. Dawson, clerk. 
Batley 7.C.—Boro’ Eng., Brunswick-st. 
MARCH 12. 

Anglesey C.C.—M. Spencer Rogers, County 
Sur., Llangefni. : 

Brighouse T.C.—Boro’ Eng., Commercial-st. 

Doncaster C.B.—Boro’ Sur., 2, Priory-pl. 

Durham County Water Board.—W. Read, 
clerk, 77, Northgate, Darlington. 

Rishton U.D.C.—Sur. 


MARCH 15. 
Bangor T.C.—City Sur. 
Dewsbury T.C.—Gas Manager, Gasworks, 
Savile Town. ; 
Fulwood U.0.C.—W. S. Watkinson, Eng. 
Lianelly R.D.C.—A. Watkins, clerk. 
Mexborough U.0.C.—J. Chambers, Sur. 





£EDERATED 





The Leading Office for 
Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 


FIRE 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 
MOTOR 








Etc.. Etc. 
Head Office : 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2. 
London Office : 


23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, £.C.2 
—_— eel 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


MARCH 10. 
together Tih dconetition of ane Bly 
and a short diversion to gga 3 
Geo. Ashforth. Sur. Bridge- 


* 


, County 
master, W Ww 
Mat mae 
MARCH 17. 
South Africa.—Stoker fired boilers com- 
pie with auxiliaries; also steel frame 
uildings for boiler and turbine houses for 
ria City Council. Merz and McLellan, 
consult 32,  Victoria-st., 
London, 5.W.1. p. £2 2s. 
: MARCH 18. 
Cork T.C.—Reservoir. Harrington, 
Town Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 2. 


Twreelyn R.0.C.—Construction of water-— 


works and other incidental work. Henry 
Adams and Son, chartered civil engineers, 
60, Queen Victoria-st., London, E.C.4. (Five 
contracts.) Dep. £1 each. 

Kingston- oheaes * Pumping 

ingston-upon-Thames T.C. — 
station, two aroniae filters, six humus tanh 
together with pipe lines and other ancillary 
works. John Taylor and Sons, engineers, 
Caxton House, Tothill-st., Westminster, 
5.W.1. Dep. £5 5s. 
APRIL 2. 

South Africa. — Pipe-work sg) for 
= sg Ps mtg for = T.C. "- 
an cLellan, consu engineers 
Victoria-st., London, 3.W.L Dep. &5 5s. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORKS. 
MARCH 10. 


Blackpool C.B.—Surface drainage and for- 
mation of four private streets. ro’ Eng. 


and Sur. 
MARCH 11. 
isle of Wight R.D.C.—1,350 yds. of 5-in. 
dia, spun-iron water main, together with 
valves, fittings and other incidental works. 
W. E. Blizard, consulting engineer, 3, Glen 
Eyre-rd., Bassett, Southampton. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 13. 
Pa i a a 
‘ookstown, Tallaght. y «, 2, Castle- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 


March.—Concrete road, approx. 1,000 yds. 
long, at Lower Botany ~~, arm. Fovargue 
a paneer, surveyors, 12, The Causeway, 
March. 


EMERGENCY INQUIRY 
BUREAU 


Questions from readers arising out of War-time 

difficulties and recent Emergency legislation 

will be answered by a special staff of contribu- 

tors. Questions, which should be addressed to 

the Editor, should be accompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope. 


Tool Allowance. ~’ 
Sin,—Carpenters and joiners whom I em- 
ploy have recently demanded an extra 2d. per 
day ‘tool allowance.” Am I compelled to 
pay this? Lonpon Buiiper. 


The demand is quite in order. It arises 
from constitutional amendments made by the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry on January 12, 1930, the effects of 
which were :— 

(1) That a tool allowance of 2d. (twopence) 
per day be payable to all carpenters and 
joiners..- 

(2) That, as from the date of the operation 
of the tool allowance for carpenters and 
joiners, the extra prem as prescribed in 
National Working Rule 3 (j) be removed. 

These decisions became operative on Febru- 
ary 1, 1941. Accordingly, from F lla 
tool allowance of 2d. omepanni per day is 
payable to all and joiners, but 
from the same date the extra pa hither- 
to ting under National ing Rule 
3 (j) will cease to be payable, , the 
Mr Corpetiees if ond when tagaieed ty the 

s if an 
employer to cut and alter red werd re-use 
in concrete work . . . Id. per hour. 










me 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist FEBRUARY, 1941 
[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 







































































































; i | } ' ‘ 
‘Crafte-| Lab- | Crafts-| Lab- | Crafts | Lab- | Crafts-| Lap. 
men. | ourers. | men. | ourers. | men. | Ourers. men. | ourers. 
Aberavon ............ 1/10. 14 CHET... cnr. | 1f10; 1/5} | Iele of Thanet ...... | 38 1 Saxmundham.... 14 1/2; 
Aberdare............... io) 1 af Cobham (Surrey) ...1 19 | 1/4 Isle of Wight’ ...... | 1/% 13 rough ......... 19 14 
Abergavenny ......... 140 15§ | Colchester | 19h) 14g | Keighley iibstaeiiaes } 110); 14 Scunthorpe pekneonian 1/l 1 
Abingdon .,.......... if 14 Colwyn Bay ......... 19 | 14 i Kenilworth santas | 1AO; 1,4 og, TE. 1/10; 14 
Accrington ............ 20; 1/5 | Congleton... | LR} 1743 | Kettering sev ienedovie | 1A0 | 1/5§ || Sevenoaks.” 14; 14 
Aldeburgh ........... 1 65 1/24 | Coventry............... i 1710} 14 | Kidderminster |... | 193} 14 Sheerness .......... | 1s 13 
Aldershot ............ 1 Bs 14 Cranbrook ........,... 18 | 17% | King’s Lynn ......... 18 1/33 | Sheffield seb eakeekeensna | I/lo}] 14 
Alfreton ....000....., 110 15} | Cranleigh 2 fe ee 4 Kirkham ............ 1/10} 1/ ge oe gS 1/10} 14 
WN 19} 1/4} | Crawley: .....000<..05.. 18 13 Maple oo 1/9} | 14 Shoeburyness sasdee | 1Ab | 14 
Altrincham............ 110} 1/65) | Crewe .............. 1/9} 1/4} | Lancaster ............ 1/10 | 1/5$ | Shoreham .......” 19 14 
nigcaatn st ERT: EE 94 143 | Cromer 1/7 1 | Leamington .... | 1/10; 1/5§ | Shrewsbury -7""*” | IMR; 4 
Amersham ............ 1s 14 Crowborough ......... | 14 | 1/3} | Leatherhead .... |” i 9 1/ Sittingbourne ...... is 13 
Ammanford .......0.) 1, 1/5} || Cuckfield............... | 18 | 133 ft AMO sind oc ccsmce sce, 1/10} 1, Skegness | 1A | 1/4} 
Andover ............... 18 13% | Darlington ............ | 110] 1/53 |} Leicester 1700" 1/10 1/S5§ | Sleaford 20.0.0... | 1484; 14 
Ardingley . | 18 1/38 || Darwen... | 1/10 | i/st | Leighton Buzzard... 1/7 1 re wane sandixis oas 19 | iad 
Arundel ...........:...; 1/8 1/34 || Daventry 1/8} 1/4 | Letchworth _.... 19 1/44 | Southampton |. 19 1/4 
Ascot 18 OF 1 Deal... 18 1/33 || Lewes ............0..... i 1/3$ | Southend-on-Sea 194) 14 
Ashby-de-la- Zouch 110; 14 Denbigh BPE 19 | 14 Lichfield opSbewivasia 19 | 1/4 Southport pia iia waeeid 1/10 14 
Ashford (Kent) __ 18 13 a PRUSITER eS 1/10 1/54 Be “Foes 1/10 1. South Shields ..,... | 1,10 14 
Ashford (Middlesex)! 1/10 145 Devizes ............ 17 | 12 | Littlehampton SERN, 18 1 ‘ser nvapebebagus | 18 | 128 
Ashington ............ : Dewsbury ....... 1/10 1/5} i Liverpool ............ t§2/- i Staffo: (ae vodecsedeteg | 193) 14 
Ashtead page f OS OT ES 18 1/3} |} Llandudno ............ i 19 1} i ONE | 19 | } 
Ashton-under-Lyme __ aR aehy 16 1/23 jj Lianelly ............... | 1/10; 1} | Stamford ........,...| 19 | 14 
Aylesbury ........+.0. Doncaster ............ 1/1 1/54 | London— || Stevenage ............ 19 | 14 
Aylsham ............... Dorchester... 17 1/3} | 12m. radius  sbeees ; *1/1lj, 1/6} Stockport ............ | 1/10 | 16 
Bagshot ............... Debi...) 1] af 14 | 12-15 m. radius | 0/7] | 1/6 | Stockton-on-Tees + 1/0) 14 
Banbury ...........5... Mir. 18 1 33 | Long Eaton ..,...... 1/10 | et Stoke-on-Trent ......| 1/10; 1% 
Barney -.-.0-.c0rvesns Dovercourt............ | 18 1/3 | Longton 220.202. | 1A0} 1 Stourbridge ......... | 1/10 1/54 
Barnstaple... wes | 1/8§ 1/4 | Loughborough ...... 1/0) 1/5} Stourport ............ | 14 | 1Ay 
Barrow-in- Furness... Droitwich ..... | 1/94 1/43 | NR hae 1/84 | 1/4 || Stowmarket 7°” | 17 | 1z 
DOES sinesenticceses Deter... 1/10 1/5§ || Lowestoft 00... 1/8 1/3} | Stratford-on-Avon 19 | 14 
Basingstoke ......... i | Dunstable 163; 34 jj Laton .. ww... | 19 1/4§ | Stroud ......:........ | 18 | 14 
gene RE RES i | Durham Mies: 1/10 1/5 | Macclesfield ......... | 1/3; 1/4 Sunderland teseeeeee) 1/10 i 1s 
a ROLES i be 1/4 | Maidenhead ........ { 19 1/4} Sutton Coldfield s+) 1/10 | 1/5} 
Beaconsfield... fesse 1D | 1, } | Maidstone..." | 1/84} 14° | Swaftham .........” 1/6} | 1/2 
E. Glam.(Mon.Val.)} 1/10) 15 i we 
eg, ENS Gri | 1/33 | Malvern ............... 1/83; 14 Swanage ............| 18 | 12 
Bedford 0.0.0.0... Eat Grinetend eae ; 14 I 3 | Manchester... 1/10} 1/5$ | Swansea... 7°" 1/10| 14 
Berkhamsted... as ridge............ - 13¢ | Manningtree |" | 1 | YB | Swindon (.00777"""" | 1/8} | 1/4 
WOOT, sssdcescscicacd eS ala a tee, pees | Mansfield ............ | 1/10; 1753 Tamworth ......... | 19 14 
Beverley... EPPING ....-..0..0., 1/10 sat See. Tt SR 4 Seton ] hi ag? 
Bexhill-on-Sea ...... ELOt a coreoosonesnnnn oat oe i a | 18 | 188 | Tenterden 22777" | 18 | 12 
Bideford... Exmouth ............ 18h; 1/4 ifarket Harborough! 19 | 1/4f || quer? Haven ....... 1/10 1'5t 
Biggleswade .....__ { Fakenham ......__ | iff | 18 Matlock ........... 1/3; 1/4 | Thetford | 17a 1/3} 
Billericay Cui enter neniel | Falmouth Wes ddvebecss 1/8} 14 | Melton Constable ol 1/6} | 12 Thorpe Bay Se 19 1/4 
Birchington |... f ON 19 1/43 | Melton Mowbray | 19 | 1/4 Todmorden........_. 1/0} 15 
Birkenhead orwneenen din i§2/ HI Faversham oes veeecases i 1 | 1 3} | Merthyr tise aes canis 1/10 j 1 Tonbridge EA aoe 18 14 
Birmingham ....__ | 41/10 | / | Felixstowe ......... 19 | 1/4 | Middlesbrough ead ; 1/10 L/ Torquay ee TRADER j 1/94 | 14 
Bishop Auckland sont 10 | Ss Seen aa, 18 14 i Middleton ............ | ino] 1/54 itm... | 18 iat 
——— Stortford | Fleetwood dettecvdoang 1/10; 1] 5h Middlewich ....... | 19 1/43 | Trowbridge... | 17 13 
Blackburn ......... 2 eae 1/10} 1/5} ) Milford Haven .,... | 1/84; 1/44 | co, ROS eae 1/7} | 1/3} 
Blackpool enn beaiowes B Folkestone ........... 18 | 1 3} Morecambe necos 1/10 1/5} Tunbridge Wells ...| 1 /83 14 
PO sn ces ie | j || Frinton-on-Sea ...._ hae i 9 3} MP oar os 1/10 | 1/5} kel 1/8 1/4 
Bognor Regis ......___ i { P NEG iscsi. 1 14 13° | Mundesley .... 17 | if Upping oe Ee a ie : my 
rang ARES IS || Gainsborough... | 19 | 1/43] Nantwich 777777 1/94 | 1/43 || Uioxeter ............ 
Bournemouth... | Gateshead...) 1/19 ist | Nelson...” /10 | 1/5t | Wakefield ............ | 1/10) 15 
Bracknell .......... i | Gillingham (Kent)... 1/9 | 17/48 Newark-on-Trent el 1/93; 1/4 Walsall srt eeeeetoeeees | 1/10 | 1 
Bradford............... | 1/10 | Glossop ............... | 140} 1/4$ |] Newbury...” | 1% | 18} | Waleden 200.0 | 140) 14% 
Bradford-on-Avyon.__| 17 | 18 | Gloucester ........ Lg 9} 1/43 |} Newcastle-on-Tyne | l/lo|] 1% Walton-on-Naze ... 1/8 | 1/34 
Braintree ........,... | 1% | 128 || Godalming (7.""""” | 18 | 1,8! Newcastle-u.-Lyme..) 1/19 | 15 ATE avesseessereensene | 19! i 
Brentwood ............ 19 1/4% |} Goole .................. | 1/10) 1/53 || New Forest 1/8 | 1/3} | Warminster ......... ; 147 | 18 
Bridgwater........... | 1/84} 1/4 |] Gosport ............... | 193] 14 | Newmarket ........ | 18 | 1/33 | Warrington ......... , 1/0) rat 
Bridlington............ 1/98) 1/42 || Grantham 7" | 19 | 1/4§ || Newport, Mon.” — INO; 14§ | Warwick... | 1/10; 14 
Brighouse ............ | 1/0} 4 5 || Gravesend ......... | 194/ 14 Newport Pagnell |_| 18 1/3} | Wellingburough | 14 1/4 
Brighton sresecensvont 2/ | 1/41 ll Great Yarmouth ...| 198 13) Northampton... 1/10 | 1/5} | Welwyn ........... | 1M | 14 
sna EE EB |} FAO} 16 | Grimaby | 10 | 1/5 || Norwich ..........-” 1/10 | 1/5$ || Welwyn Gar. City) 1/10} 115 
Broadstairs........._. j 18 | 12% || Guildford 2°°""""” | 18 1/3¢ || Nottingham ||” 1/10 | 1/5§ | Wells (Norfolk) ...... | 1/64 | 12 
Bromsgrove .........| 1/94; 14 Guilsborough......... 1/83 1/4 || Nuneaton |...” 1/10} 1/5$ | West Bromwich....., | 140) 14% 
Buckley ............... | 140) 1}! Halifax 7 | 1/06 1/5} || Oakham...” 1/8} | 14 | Westeliff-on-Sea ../ 1/9} 14 
cane, BREA |; 18 | 12 Sn , 110 1/5} | ae 1/10 | 1/5} Weston-super-Mare.. 1/4 
pumbam-on-Crouch, 1/6) | 3/2 Harpenden ............ | 28) | VARY Ormelire 277" 1/10 | 1/54 | Weybridge 1/84 
enc, a ae | 140) 14} | Harrogate -°""" | 240) 1/58 Il Oxtora 00707777" 1/94 | 1/4j | 18 
Burslem .......... oe 1/10) 1% Hartlepools........._ | 1/0; 14} PN ow 18}/] 14° | 1/4 
Burton-on-Trent ...| 110 1 5$ || Harwich... | 18 1/3¢ || 5: By Ree | go 1 
a3 || Paignton ............ 1/94; 1/4 1 %; 
_ aipeansbaviobiccnl 1/10 1} | Haslemere |” 18 | 1/33 || oe ar BA 19t| 7, } 4d 
Barer Edmunds... 3/74 | 1/80 || Hesings | 18 | 1g} peter * Sigal 1G | : | 144 
see cae REESE: 1) 1/4} || Hetheld 0 | 193] 14g | Podets Seep ae | 14 
= par ag EE: | 1/3 14 | Haywards Heath |} j's | 18 | pont no Paine 4 | 14} 
Cambridge .... 1/10 1/5} |) Hednesford......... 1/9} | 1/4 | Fon a seteeeens Ard | Wilmslow | 140} 14} 
Canterbury... 1 1/3} | Hemel Hempstead} 1/9" | 1/4 Ned bi ner aera ie | Winchester 20.7... | 1/)) 1A 
oe RE Ne | 10 i/st Henley-on-Thames | 18 | 33 ortsmouth ......... 1/9} Windermere ..,....., | 1$/ 14 
Carlisle ............... 1/10) 1/5} |) Hereford.......... lie} 12 — Sater creeds 1/10 Windeor ............... | 18 | 14 
Carnforth |. 7"""""' 1/10 | 1/5¢ | Herne Bay 7” | 1 | 135) Pulborough ...... 18 Wisbech |..." | 174! 12 
Castleford ........... | 1/30 1S Hertford ...............| 1/95 | 4” MO oer ceccceens 18 | IE ao nrceis. i ifs | 1/3} 
Caterham ........ | 270; 3 st eysham .,.......... 1/10 | 1/5} | Reading... 1/9} | WONG ivinsencsnce. 1 18}; 14 
TRIS, AA | 18 | Biche... 19 | 1/5) Redditch... 19 Wokingham ....... | 18 | 1,3 
Chatham... 1/9, | 1/4) | Hoddesdon 77" 19} | 1,43) Redhill 0.0" 1/8 Wolverhampton .| 1/10 | a 
Chelmsford...” vel 1/98 | 1/4} Holt (Norfolk) 165} 1/8] || Ripon... 1/8} | Woodbridge |...” | 1741 12 
Cheltenham |...” i 14 eee. PEGE: 18 | 1/3} Rochdale |." ""* 1/10 Worcester .......... | 19h) 143 
Chepstow ............ 194; 14% Horsham / | 1/33 | Rochester... f 19 | forkington .......| 1/83 1/44 
Cherteey 0.0.0.0... 1/4 ; 164 jj Rugby .............. 1/10 | Worksop ... | 19 1/4 
' 1/ 1/5¢ | St. Albans |... 1/9} rorthing ........... 18 | 18 
1) Ut | Se Hees 116 frexham 1." 1m} 1/4 
ly 18 | St.Neotse /Th Wroxham ........... | Bf) 12 
1 1/3] | Saffron Walden 1/7 yeombe ............ | 1a | 144 
1 1/3 | Salisbury City |.” 1/7} | Wymon tham......__ | v7.1 18 
1; 14 | Salisbury Plain 19 | ASS | 18}; 14 
A 1/4} | Sawbridgeworth ~ 1/83 | BOD kina: 1/10! 1/4} 
1 Plus 2d. per worki day. Plasterers 2,0 
Navvies and Genatal AES i's , i 







rs, " 
Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
snd Jsisers in all Towns and Districts (other than Bitkeareadeet 47% recei da ; 

For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page "260, IEE Sy Tt Somos 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS* 


Note: Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the 
The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery, 


present time prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 


At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans in small quantities. 


histrict, A quotation for cartage should be o 
haulage question is difficalt. 


as the 


& sd. 

nom Hard Stocks oes coed se cece sper 1,000 £4 5 § 
ond Hard Stocks 3... ce csccere pa 318 6 
Mit Stocks ... ony on 66d Oo ae 356 
Single Rough Stocks......-:c0.06 219 6 
Third Common Stocks .....6-.0+« 210 0 
King's To gites 

Cross in W.C, 

Station District. 


2§ in. Phorpres. 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only 


i 
5 
3 
: 


monthly account. ae ee eS 

Preased os ccsésssbunweacsdabiieeits Ge ec as 
Keyed.. dn bows Of pbs bteeeke: EO eee 
Single Bullnose . sninniee Abad eke SO ee 
Rasties cs oc cn ok Sb 00054040 wheter 
Whites. 723 738 83 
White Midhurst Facing “Bricks (delivered £s. d. 

Lonias Get an terei hanes 312 6 
Best blue Pressed Staffi {london Stns.) 10 290 

Do. Bullnose London, St — hneen 1012 6 
Blue Wire Cuts ( 819 6 
Best Stourbridge Fire Brick (London Stns.) ote 

Zh im. . cvccses ore 
GLAZED BRICKS, (London etex)” 

Best White Ivory D’ble Str'tch’rs.. 3610 0 

and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers .. 33 10 0 

Stretcher. .....28 @ 0 Onesidedtwoends 37 10 0 
Headers ........27 10 0 Twosides&oneend 38 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and 

and 4}in. Flats 3410 0 Squints. 36 0 (0 


Second ‘Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s, extra over white. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered London Area. 
“ PHoRPRES”” HOLLOW PARTITION Biocks. 
2 per yd. sup...» : : > tea OND. va 


i 


_o 


"Commas CONCRETE. " 
2” per yd. sup..... 1 : + Saas : 
oi? 
apes. “Cnantan Terra Corrs.” 
0 A per yd. sup.. 


thr wt 


Pa yd. sup.. 


liniiteaD—Kerey Two SIDES. 
Warf va 2 6 12” x9" x3” 
1° 0 28) wv SF 12x’ xe’ .. 4 
Per yard. super a/d. Free on site, London. 


we ml 
co uw 2S 


Thames Ballast.... 8 6 - 

Pit Bailast........ 8 6 4, » | delivered 

Pit Sand.......... 10 O ,, ,, | 2 miles 

Washed Sand......13 0 ,, , \ radius 
din. Shingle .... 8 O ,, ,, | Paddington. 

} in. Broken Brick 12 6 

Pan Breeze. .. +. eee 3 


T. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard sea Br 


delivered London Area. d. 
4 ton loads and upwards site. . rite ton $ r 6 
1 ton to 4 tons site .... ‘ PE BS 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots . widne eee 
“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid ar pe Cement— 
4 ton loads and upwards site . ane, Doe 
1 ton to 4 tons site ..... RO > ke 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots . % 213 0 
Stored in Reserved Bins at works. 7 6s ‘per ton 
extra, 
aman rete” Water Repellent, “‘ Blue Circle ” 
cement, 30/~- per ton extra on ordinary “ Blue 
Circle” prices, 
“ Colorcrete ” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured Rapid 
_ Hardening Portland Cement $19 6 


Colorcrete ” not rapid hardening, ‘according 

to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 

*Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement .., “3 B. : 
deo Cement (Waterproof), a ee 
Note. — Paper will be ponte at the rate of 6/- 
nett per ton. Jute sacks charged 1s. 9d. nett each and 
1/6 nett each allowed if returned to works within two 
weeks, in good condition. 
Carriage will be paid by makers on returned empty jute 


SACKS, 


Roma an Cement £8 0 Keene’sCement,White£7 0 0 
Parian Cement 7 O Pink 610 O 
Come: tone Colours for cement according to tints per cwt. 
Mi £2 16s. Od. 
PLASTER. 
£s. 4. £s. 4d. 
Coarse, Pink»... 4 0 O Sirapite, C : 5 6 
White .. 4 7 6 i Finish. 413 6 
Pioneer 450 

Abo » prices ‘for “+ton loads and over London Area, 
Best Ground Blue Grey Stone — 214 6 
Lias Lime.... 8 0 6 Chalk Lime..,... 214 6 


Grat ite Chippings 115 0 Hair per wt. Tm Se ee 

NoTe.—Sacks are charged 1s. 0d. each, and credited 

6d., if returned in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid, 

Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12 6 in 6-ton 
8 at railway depot, 


STONE. 
Bara StoN®.—Delivered in railway trucks at 


sstbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or . d. 
uth Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube ...... 3 3 
Beek STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 
‘ree on rail at Seaton Station, . ft.cube 2 3 
Celivered tree Gn tall Hine lies, : = 3 it 


elec sage ge id. dh 
— ft. extra, al 

bree clann pe a a 
cubie ft. extra, 


PorTLAND Stoxz— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. ss. 4. 
at 


Id. per ft. extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. and 4d. 
Horton-Woop Stoxe—— # ™ 
F.O.R. Quarries, W 


Se ee an nA IO HE en eee .ft.cb. 13 2 
NE TD MIE i nos Ss 5k. do be bc does nc accsc SME 
Hoproys-Woop Stoxe— 
Sawn three or four sides . oo SI 1l 
York Sto BLUE—Robin Hood “Quality.” 
at any Goods Station, London. 


6 i savrn two sides landings to sizes (under 
. Super ‘ ft.super 5 6 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto . vic je 4 6 3 
3 in. sa sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
MCU 655 bx we nite ow ce = 27 
2 in. to 2 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) ...... ‘ 1 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto ............ ” 1 4 
Harp Yore— 
Seiad nay Coote Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks. . -perft.cube 6 10 
‘co two skies landings to sizes (under 7 
super) . r ft.su 5 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto . . “i . 6 Hy 
4 in. sawn two —_ slabs (random 
sizes) ....... ec sbkcana ES 3 5 
Sin. ditto “ditto... 1.7: v 28 
2 in. self-faced random flags ace yd.euper 3 9 


CAST STONE. 


Delivered in London area in full van loads, per ft. 
cube: Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 6d. Sills, 10s. Od. 


HARD WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 

a for prime quality. £s. a. 
Dry Austrian Wainscot, per ft. cube ...... 017 0 

American and/or Japanese Figured 
. per ft. cube ... .10 6t0013 0 

Dry American and/or Japanese ‘plain Oak, 
per ft. cu O11 6 


— bd Honduras Mahogany, per “ft. 


cu i. wae © 
ag jJoe-eut "Honduras “Mahogany, ‘per “ft. 
.. 12 6t0 016 0 


Bhan od ener ‘per ft. Me. ask n 018 0 
Dry Teak, per ft. cube .., jeces a 

American Whitewood, per ft. ‘cube .... 010 6 
Dry Australian yr = cube ...... 019 0 
Dry Queensland oe. 8,8 cube .... 3 : 
int Laden eae oe peeve: @ ) 
Dry African Whitewood, per ft. cube ...... 0 8 0 
a on Deady cube .... 016 0 

Best Scotch Glue , per cwt, e ceeee 3 0 0 
Liquid Glue, per cwt. ......... "47 0to5 10 0 

SOFT woop. 


MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 
Minimum. Maximum. 
£e4 £ sd. 
Scantlings in imported sizes 
2 in. by 3 in. to 4 in. by 11 in. 4310 0 563 0 0 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 

What about the 

Steel Scaffolding ? 


TUBULAR 








SCAFFOLDING 





For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10. 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines). 











PLANED BOARDS. 
Pate Crean Berrise Cotomeiay Pore 








standard. 
1 in. by 11 in. er 
I bie ptwnwccminns | Oe 
Per square. 
1 in. plain edge floori & 6 

n. nh + +8 oe ee oe ee ee eee 
iCiemasisna 20 ee 8 8 
SR Oh. MNO is ining oobn bs 09. Shu es eens o 6 

MATCHLNG. 
Per square. 
a. & 
37 6 
20 
eS 5 0 
SLATES. 

First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1,000 actual. 

«4 2 £ se. 4. 
2by 12 .... 39 7 6 18by10 .... 2215 6 
2byi2 .... 3% 0 6 isby9 .... MW 90 90 
2@byli .... 0 & O by 10 .... 19 0 O 
2byiz .... 2910 0 MbyS .... 1 & O 
Mix id.... Wt. 6 


TILES. 

Delivered at London rate stations .in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 tons..............e000- Per 1,000 
Best machine-made tiles from ouie ae 

m ne- et or 

Staffordshire district. ...........0s00000+ £510 

Ditto hand-made ditto ..........+. 610 
Ounaenental: G00. 6. os ccicsceseccicves OF 
Hip and valley tiles { Hand-made ........ O11 

(per dozen) Machine-made ...,.. O11 


SCecoo 


Joists, Gmprrs, &c., TO LonDON STATION PER TON— 
R.S, Joists, cut and fitted ............ £2210 0 
Piain Compound Girders ... .. 

és 8 Stanchions .....0sseess 0 

In Roof Work ...... ; 0 

eed ee ices are for standard ‘pieces ay not 
an awkward nature. 

WILD TEEL. ~—— Pings London Stations, per 

Diameter, 3 rere Ve sy 
RS Pe Ae 215 0 
RSE i H ° in... D0 5 O 
ROUGHT TUBES AND Fittings, 

Deliveries from works. 

Deliveries from London stock — 23% gross. 

itti 


Re 
ss 


10/1 
Tubes. Tubuiars. and Flanges. 
/*" a /6" i fa ' " F 

Light weight oe 
Hea fy 
Galv. Leitteiaht a — 
pag ob ge ye wien, Bin F “/y cif 

tubulars sizes P at a a 
of 5% less gross. - 


Fittings. at 25/34 igh less gross discount. 
— —Nett cash end of 








per yd. in 6 ft, ” 
Nozzles. ends. 
Oi Vi. cueris tiene i 4d. 
gia ‘tine 1/3 4d. 
V/ 
ve, i 
1/1 
1 
a 
1 74. 
1 8a. 
dd neh 2/ Od. 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 

Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
CIs ss ccanne deed Hh v/a 2/0 
SAD <caien i cnece 
+ eerie 2/7 1/1l} abe 
SET cacecus seus 3/1 va 3/ 

4 in., waren a 
NETT PRICES. 
Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lote, 2} per cent. 
L.0.C CoarEp Sot, Pires.-London Prices, ex Stock. 
Pipe. Bends. Branches, 
POO detnipa tert a 
TE i cckidiens 4 y, ene 
3 in ie daois 4/ 
34 in. éwvecnake 4/ A 
4 in sina 4/1 4/0 
L.C.C, Coatep Drain Prrs. Sele 
Branches. 
3 in. per yd. in 9 6, 6/3 vil 
4in. 1 ; 7/11 7A 12/6 
Sm s. 2° Be 9 12/9 19/3 
Cm 2 8 @.n.s il 14/8 
Gaskin, 75/- per ewt. 

* The information given on this been 

epecaly compiled for Fux Bo Be 
aim in list is to give, as os paca ts 
onnee Sy 5 See Se the highest 
prices—a fact which should be remembered those 
subject 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 


Per ton basis in London. 
£ «. a. £ s. d. 
Inox,-—Statfordshire Crown, 
Merchant quality ........ 17 2 6 t 18 7 
Inon,—Staffordshire Marked 
ia a ee ie ae 
Mild Steel Bars ok de noua ae ee: ae ee 
Mild Steel Hoops .......... 21 6 0 to 2116 0 
Ex Merchant's Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sheets, C.K. and 
CA 
C0 ONO oi cc ecce coe S17. 60 te 127. 3. 0 
MOM onc B36 we 8 
26 guage ......c.ci7 BW 6 to Ws 0 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheeta, 
6 ft. to 9 ft 
ame See eS te SES 
Ziyauge ............ WM 3 to Bw 3 
ea eee 3.te Wil 3 
Galvanised Fiat Sheets, C.K. 
and C.A 
PMR eS ietesesac Sek Be 88 
Zigauge ............ 28 1 3 to W118 9 
SEGRE oC cccsvcccee OO 6 8 to BB 8S 
Per ton. 
a é ee 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up . 2% 0 0 to 2710 9 
ALL Nerr. 


Metat Winpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for com- 
plete houses, including all fittings, painting two coats, 
and delivery to job, average price about Is. 4d. to 1s. 7d. 
per foot super 


COPPER. 
Seamless copper tubes (basis) per Ib. 1/3 
GOOG 5 ki 45 cn ov ba pe eRe cean beens. 1/6 
BE COU sic. x8 6650 42 ck me OS ees 1/7 
VO er BANS... oo ks agency secs apecartewte” 1/6 
pr ter ra aN Srey we aE EN es 1/6 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
Stamped by Met. Water Board. 
Croutons Heap 8.D. Bre Cocks For Inox. Easy CL&aN. 
} in. } in. 
34/- 53/— per doz. 


Ceromium PLaTep Tomer S.D. Bis Cocks For Iron, 
Easy CLEAN. 
3 in. jin. 
50/- 68/- per doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks For Iron. 
;>. jin. lin. Ifin. fin. 2in. 
37/6 53/- &87/- 202/- /~ 460/- per doz. 
8.D.8. Cocks wirn Two UNions For LEAD. 
jin. fin. Lin. Ifin. 14h, Zin. 
7, 75/6 120/- 226/- 360/— 588/- per doz. 
DovusLe Net Borer SCREWS. 


eu 


din. Zin. lin. Ijin. fin. in. 
8/10 9/8 15/9 27/3 44/- 63/6 per doz. 
Heavy Croypon Batt Vabves. Screw Ikon. 
sin. fin. lino. Tin. fin. 
45/ 73/~- 120/- 204/- 260/- per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 
lgin. 1 i in. 2in, Bin. Bin. 4 in. 
10/6 12/0 19/3 34/- 48/— 53/- per doz. 
BRASS SLEEVES. 
ljin. Zin. Sin. Shin. 4in. 
9/9 2/6 22/6 33/- 42/- per doz. 
Draws Leap TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS. 
Ijin. Ijin. Zin. 3in. 
Bib. Lead P... 29/- 38/- 54/- 93/~ per doz. 
Sib. lead 8... %36/- 42/- 67/- 120/- 


SOLDER. 
1/10 per Ib 


Tinmen’s, 1/8. Blow pipe, 


PAINTS, &c. 


Plumbers, 1/5. 


s. d. 
Raw Linseed Oil,in drums .... pergallon 0 5 4 
Boiled Linseed Oil, in drums .... se 065 7 
Turpentine, in drums (10 gals.) . . at 05 83 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, perton 61 0 O 


(tn not less than 5-cwt. casks). 
Extra for l-ewt. kegs over 5-cwt. casks is 2/9 cwt. 
Genuine Warrk Leap Patst— 
‘Father Thames,” “Nine Elms,” 
*‘ Park,” “Supremus,” ‘St. Paul's,” 
** Morganswyte,” ** Polacco,” eit Sia 
Brand, and other best brands (in 
14-1b. tins) not less than 5-ewt. lots, £ «8. d. 
per ton delivered 83 10 O 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. perton 52 0 0 
Best Linseed Oil Putty (1 ton lots) perewt. 0 17 1} 
Size. XD quality ............ fkn. 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary according to the quality from 2/9 gallon upwards. 












oe 
SNOWCEM CEMENT PAINT ........ perewt. 216 0 
C.M.C, CAMOUFLAGE PAINT ......  ,, 16 0 
VARNISHES, &c. 
Per gallon. 
Oak Varnish . .. 2.0. 02 cs 0s ee ceees Outside 014 0 
Fime GO... sc cc cn 0s ce ce cass sees nw 016 0 
Fine Copal . .. .. 2. os cs 0s sn oe oe ee és 018 O 
Pale Copal ...... 6. oe we cece ee cece o 100 
Pale Opal Carringe «. .. 6... 4. 0+ 00. 1490 
Rest do. do. eee o 112 0 
Floor Varnish uheaees 008 . Inside 018 O 
Fine Pale Paper... 0 secs ce veesss me o18 6 
Fine Copal Cabinet ........0000.s ” i290 
Fine Copal Flatting .............. is 10 0 
Herd Drying Oak =... 2. sees s-0s> " 018 0 
Fine Hard Drying Oak .......... a 019 6 
Fine Copal Varnish .............- os ee 
Pale >. cee ne ba ttws ah se “ 112 0 
Rest dp, ¢ es 00.bu 00 60 86 Oe « a ‘3S 
teat Janan Gold Size . 2... ce ce ce cece ceees 112 6 
Best Binck JQpam ioc. ceo: kc ccusiecesscss. O19. DB 
Oak and Mahogany Stain (water) .......... 012 0 
Brunswick Black . ‘i weeeebebttetes ones 82S 
Berlm Black ...... eee 014 0 
Knotting (patent). ...... 015-0 
French and Brash Polish . 012 6 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene ........ 09 0 
COuirass Black Enamel... .... 2025" 07o0 


THE BUILDER 


GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES. 


Onpisaky GLazIna Qvatiry (0.Q.) AND SELECTED 
Giazise QvuaLity (8.Q.). 


PeR Foor ScrEr. 
In sizes not exceeding 80 in. long or 48 in. wide or 


110 united inches. 
0Q. 8.Q. 
porsepiy: — iee 
SE GR. 54 DOO TR. . cc: 4 6s 00 90 gt ne 52 2e05-0 « ° 
ees Se ak. ee de Mes bsee eine 
Lee, ee ey ede 
ee ee eee m 
SB on; | Te Oe ag 5's hn kasd ge ba eeceaee 
SB. Te Oe ec ed oe aed ee ease 
18 oz. Obscured Sheet. .. 2.2.5 00 cess seses 
24 oz. Obscured Sheet . .. .. .. 6 os ee ee ce ee 


PE Te Os ak hae v kegs 0d peed a eee beck causes 
MOONE; BOON. a khcs ves es bnes ap eseceee eee wo 


18 oz. in 300 ft. capes ... 0.24.0 0e 
200 ft 





a BE Cine ck sic oh pane 60 5360 on ps ae cians 3 
Extra price according to size and substance for squares 
cut from stock. 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. Por ft. 


Re SUR, STR ion va sone nace o6 Gone bnins 004 ee 
Rough cast double rolled, & in.. .. 2... .....405- . 
Rough cast double rolled, 4 im. ................ GO@d. 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, white. ........... ; 
Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted .......... " 
RG COOD 6a. 60 dn bbe wh 00 6s Becreeenei crea Oe 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and Chevron 
Rested, § in. CO soo oe is 500s cc svocscacas 2 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast double rolled, 













Per ft, 

Wire Rolled, } in. thick ........... 02.00.00... 5 * 

Wired pb IM 0 02 or ae pores on evan des. 6 § 

“ Calorex ” Sheet, 21 oz.......... 2.7.7.7. 2 

pm » $2 o8...,. oes 0 

Bs Cast, 4 im. thick .........:. 10 

a e Wi Too os 6c ha dics 0 

i i 3 eer oe 2 

Non Actinic G im, thiek, ..... .... O 

” ” ” in. Chlek 2. 2. ce ae ¢ koe 

2 et oo @ Om thlek. o.oo ass ee 

“VITA” GLASS. 
er 

“ Vita” Plate Glass, about 4, thick &, Py 

OF TCE, Fok base be vesrstetchéeinecn. & @ 

“Vita” Sheet about 18/20 oz........... 2 6 
Cathedral “ Vita” : 

© i. TO a0 ho 5s Sena cs ew ghbncscec.. 2 6 

in. Fe Jas ns 6A 4e Seeepaweececee. 8 

% in. Georgian ‘Wired “Vita” Giass. 01..." . 3 6 

LEAD, &c. 

Per ton. 

(Delivered in London.) $a & 

LEAD.—Sheet, English, 4 Ib. andup ...... 3410 6 

A DEMERS bods os ao ab coed sucbsccytase CA C8 

i sd no baie oe ce antqt ns taawecsca 0 10% 

SO 5 as Se ba bh ne bs eebeccisavede, OO FD 

NotTe.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 


under 3 ewt. 4/— per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 
Old ead, 3 London area. 

i » ex on \ 

at Mills, .......-2.- PS ton } £18 0 6. 





BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


_ Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every endeavour 
is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification A Al 

Craftsmen......... 1/10} 1/10 

Labourers ...... 1/5 1/4} 
Aberdeen ............A Dumfriesshire ......A* 
Ayrshire ., ae S| Ae ADEA Ie . Y 
ene pe Te I Dunoon ... es 
Berwickshire. ...,.....A* East Fife er 
Bridge of Allan A East Lothian........A 
Broughty Ferry ......A Edinburgh ..........4 
Clackmannanshire ..,.A Fifeshire . .. 0.00000 -A 
RE Sabaci ok seseae Forfarshire. .........A® 
ee a PS IO ois visa be bs ok 
Dumbartonshire ......A Greenock ..........A 
Dumfries ............A* Hamilton ..........A 








A? At B BI 
1/9} 1/9 1/84 1/8 
1/4} 1/4 1/3} 1/3} 


ROVE iiiis cave 
Inverurie ..........A* 
Kincardineshire ....A* 
Kinross-shire........A 
Lanarkshire ........A 
Midlothian ..........A 
Monifieth ee py 
Moray and Nairn ....B 
sid, pean PE ORO 
Peeblesshire ........A? 
eee A 








* This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/8}; ; Carpenters, 1/8} ; Slaters, 1/8} ; Plumbers, 1/9 ; Plasterers, 1/9}; 
urers, 1/ 


but 1/10 is paid owi 


to the scarcity at present ; 


Painters, 1/8} and Labo 


The information given in this table is copyright. Rates of wages in England and Wales are given on page 258 





THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


AYR.—Bvuitpinc.—The Dean of Guild 
Court has granted warrants to the London 
Metallic Capsule Co., Ltd., Essex House, 
392, Rotherhithe-st., London, 8.E.16, to erect 
a messroom and cloakroom; the Wallace- 
town Engineering Co., Ltd., for a building 
to be used as a store; John Crowley, 24, 
Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, for an addition to 
a dwelling-house, at £400; Ayr C.C. to de- 
molish property in Ayr; and David Highet, 
10, Alloway-st., Ayr, to re-erect a shop, at 


LANARKSHIRE.—Appitions.—Plans _ are 
being prepared for additions at Rankine 


Miners’ Hostel. The architect is Mr. Alex- 
ander Hinchelwood, 36, Robertson-st., 
Giasgow. 











eo 


Fencing 
and 


Gates 


For Government Contracts and similarly important 
present-day requirements, let Boulton & Paul 
carry the whole of your Fencing commitment. 
Skilled rectors, first-class materials—in all, 
a service for urgent contracts. 
Ask for Estimates. STEEL BUNKS can be sup- 
plied in large or small quantities. For quotations 
‘phone Norwich 851 (MAYfair 3674-5) or write 


Boulton & Paul Ltd 


London : 


race, wa Norwich 





46, Bruton 


GLASGOW.—BviILpinG.—Plans prepared 
for Messrs. Stewarts, Ltd., for new garage, 
ete., the architect being Mr. N. Low, 
2,232, London-rd., Carmyle.—Plans pre- 
yared by Mr. Robert Ewan, architect, 19, 
jaterloo-st., for garage, etc., for Messrs. 
Sam S. Allison aot Co., Ltd.—Garage to be 
built for the British Basket and Besto Co., 
Ltd., 322,,Crown Point-rd. Plans by Messrs. 
Alexander Findlay and Co., Ltd., Mother- 
well-Wishaw. 


GLASGOW. — Hovwsses, ere. — Plans pre- 
pared for scheme consisting of houses and 
shops, for which the architect is Mr. Wil- 


liam McNab, Housing Director’s Office, 
Trongate, Glasgow Cross. The work will be 
carried out by the Corporation Direct 


Labour Dept. 


STRATHAVON. — AnppiT1ons.—Plans pre- 
pared for additions at High Brent Farm, the 
contractors being Messrs. W. Hamilton and 
Son, Strathavon. 


NEW BUILDINGS IN LONDON 


DAGENHAM.—BuiLtprne.—The T.C. has 
approved plans submitted by Messrs. May 
and Baker, Ltd., for a cafeteria at company’s 
yremises,- and an extension to the ware- 
ouse. 


TOTTENHAM .—BuiLpine.—The T.C. has 
approved the following plans: Mills Equip: 
ment Co., Ltd., stores block, lavatories and 
garage; The Northmet Power Co., sul- 
station valve house; Keith Blackman, Ltd., 
sub-station at a factory; J. A. Prestwich and 
Co., Ltd., covered loading bays at factory; 
British Tungsram Radio Works, internal 
alterations and drainage, and Ever-Ready 
Co. (Gt. Britain), Ltd., stores office ex'en- 
sion at 3rd floor ievel. 


WEMBLEY. — Buitpmnc. — The follow ng 
plans have been passed by the T.C.: G.F.C.. 
extensions to research laboratories, an of 
east central block; Glacier Metal Co., 1‘d., 
extensiens to offices; Truvox ineer:ng 
Co., extension to factory; and J. W. Greig: 
rebuilding of part of dairy and stables. 
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CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
BUILDING WORK*s 


omble.—U.D.C. to provide and equip com- 
; | feeding centre. 
~ Bowdley.—Justices approved plans: Struc- 
alterations and improvements to 
rge” Hotel, Load-st., for J. H. Cooper. 
Jingham-on-Tees. — U.D.C. to set up 
eo oununal feeding kitchens, at £652 each. 
Plans by J. H. Hill, Sur. 
Blyth.—Extensions to be made to cloak- 
r s at Roxy Ballroom, for C. Sheckman. 
Brierfield. — E.C. propose sub-station and 
alterations to sub-station, at £1,550. 
Carlisle. — T.C. approved: Additions to 
Harraby bacon factory, Cavaghan and Gray, 


Mchestertield. — Board of Management of 
Chesterfield and North Derbyshire Royal 
Hospital propose plaster-room and mairon’s 
office. 

Colne Valley.—U.D.C. propose extensions 
town hall at Viaithwaite. A. Shaw, archi- 
tect, 59, Knowle-rd., Golear, Huddersfield. 

Coventry.—T.C. proposes fire station. _ 

Darlington.—Plans approved for welding 
shed, for Riley and Neate, Ltd. 

Derbyshire. — E.C. propose school build- 
ings to contain four classrooms at Sutton- 
cum-Dueckmanton. Plans by J. Harrison 
(A.), County Architect, St. Mary’s Gate, 
Derby, to be submitted to B. of E. for ap- 
yroval. 

' Eccles. — Heath’s (Eccles), Ltd., Cawdor- 
st., Patricroft, to erect extension. 

Hornchurch.—Public Health Committee of 
U.D.C. considered report prepared by J. D. 
and D. M. Watson, civil engineers, West- 
minster, 8.W.1, on proposed South Essex 
main drainage scheme, and recommended 
that scheme for amalgamating sewage dis- 
posal works in area be approved in prin- 
ciple. 

Hull.—T.C. approved: Elevator to factory, 
Lee Smith and Co., Ltd. R. G. Clark (F.), 
Bedford-chams., Scale-la. 

Ilkeston. — T.C. approved: Garage and 
buildings, Barton Transports, Ltd., Beeston, 
Nottingham. 

Kidderminster.—Justices approved plans: 
Structural alterations and improvements to 
“Mare and Colt” p.h., Summerfield, Har- 
tlebury, for W. C. Allin. 

Kingston-on-Thames. — Tender of £125 
accepted by T.C. for repairs to disinfecting 
station. 

Leeds. — T.C. proposing five centres for 
communal feeding and cooking. Plans by 
W. 8. Cameron, City Eng. 

Leigh. — Board of Management of Astley 
Sanatorium propose rebuilding boundary 
wall, approx. 163 sq. yds. 

Lichfield. — R.D.C. propose 8 houses at 
Mavesyn Ridware. Plans by J. G. Rimand, 
Sur. 

Liverpool. — Justices approved: Rebuild- 
ing St. George’s Hotel, Stoneycroft, for 
Peter Walker and Sons, Warrington and 
Burton, Ltd., brewers, 105, Duke-st. 

Maiden and Coombe.—Boro’ Eng. to carry 
out, by direct labour, external work to 
council houses and flats. aoe 

Mansfield. — T.C. propose municipal 
restaurants at Pleasley Hill and Newgate 
area. 

Middlesbrough. — Health Committee to 
adapt hall as auxiliary hospital.—Plans ap- 
proved for emergency feeding centres at 11 
schools, for E.C. Plans by F. Mellor, Edu- 
cation’ Architect. 

Milford Haven.—Council to proceed with 
erection of 72 houses, at £47,000. 


Newcastle.—City Council to build store at 
Benwell destruetor and make alterations. 
Plans by City Eng. 

Northampton.—T.C. approved plans, esti- 
mated to cost £2,000, for reconstruction of 
cement shed and fodder store.—Water 
supply to be provided at cemetery by exten- 
sion of existing main, at £250.—Town Clerk 
reported that River Nene Catchment Board 
were carrying out improvements to main 
river.—Boro’ Eng. submitted plan of pro- 
posals for utilisation of stables and other 
buildings in park as mortuary.—Plans 
passed: Extensions to shop and offices, 
Steve Clarke and Sons; fire fighting equip- 
m station, W. Barratt and Co., Ltd. 

Northwich. — Greenall, Whitley and_Co., 

brewers, Wilderspool Brewery, ar- 
rinvton, propose structural alterations to 
* Farmers’ Arms ” Hotel, Rudheath. Plans 


* See also List of Contracts Open. 





THE BUILDER 


prepared by Powles and King (FF.), archi- 
tects, Winnington-st. 

Otley. — U.D.C. approved: Strong-room, 
for Dawson, Payne and Ebiett, Ltd.; boiler- 
house, for J. R. Thompson and Co. 

Rawtenstall.—T.C. approved: Extension 
to offices at The Holme, Rawtenstall, for 
L.C.1. (Plastics), Ltd. 

Rochdale. — T. Ramsden and Sons, Ltd., 
brewers, Stone Trough Brewery, Halifax, 
ste mg to rebuild “Fox” Inn _ public- 
10use On an enlarged site. 

Rugeley.—U.D.C. approved plans: Altera- 
tions to Commercial Garage, R. Gee and 
Sons, Ltd. 

St. Pancras.—B.C. instructed their archi- 
tect to recondition two flats, at £240.— 
Council approved temporary steel bridge for 
West Central Engineering and Supply Co. 

Scunthorpe. — T.C. preparing scheme for 
communal feeding and cooking centres. 
Plans by W. Farrar, Boro’ Sur. 

Skipton.—E.C. to prepare scheme for com- 
munal feeding for children at elementary 
schools. 

South Shields.—T.C. to provide seven more 
communal feeding centres. Plans by N. G. 
Richardson, Boro’ Eng. 

Stanley.—U.D.C. propose community feed- 
ing and cooking centres at Ledger-la. 
council school, the Modern School, and Sal- 
vation Army Hall. Plans by A. W. Quibell, 
Sur. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. approved: Trionite, 
Ltd., offices, Shelton. 


Swinton and Pendlebury. — T.C. to seek 


ermission to proceed with completion of 
ousing schemes in course of eréction. 
Plans by A. Cordwell, Boro’ Sur. 
Taunton. — T.C. approved: Extension of 
factory, Avimo, Lid. 
Upholland. — U.D.C. propose to recondi- 
tion condemned houses. Plans by A. Hunt, 


ur. 

Uttoxeter. — R.D.C. received sanction to 
roceed with 42 houses at Rochester, New- 

rough, Draycott, ete. Plans by C. E 
Ingham, Sur. 

alsall. — T.C. propose emergency com- 
munal feeding centre and _ first-aid post. 
Plans by M. E. Habershon, Boro’ Sur. __ 

Walthamstow.—T.C. ro legge _ Washing 
plant house, C. P. Whiteley, architect. 

West Riding.—C.C. to proceed with £5,000 
plan for new road at Sykehouse. Plans by 
the County Sur., Wakefield. 

Whitley Bay. — A. J. Rousell, Sur. to 
U.D.C., to prepare plan and estimates for 
providing office for sanitary inspector. 

Woolwich.—L.C.C. approved borrowing by 
B.C. of £7,471 for purposes of highways and 
open spaces within borough. 

Worksop.—Nottinghamshire Health Com- 
mittee propose maternity block at a hos- 
ital, at 5. Plans by E. W. Roberts (A.), 
‘ounty Architect, Nottingham. 
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Battersea.—Repair lantern lights at Latch- 
mere-rd. baths and Nine Elms baths, for 
B.C. : *Boro’ Sur., £415 18s. 9d. 

Bedford.—T.C. recommend tender of G. 
Young, £168, for brick-built surface shelter at 
Fairhill playing field. 

Bedford.—. Reostion to domestic subjects 
centre, for T.C.: *Warton & Goodship, 
£178 12s. 

Belper.—Joiners for making and fixing 
internal window screens of light constractiorf 
for a number of dwellings, for U.D.C. 
Leonard Smith (L.), architect, 59, Chapel-st. : 
*W. Waller, Littleover, Derby. 

Belper.—Fixing of steelwork for strengthen- 
ig seven existing concrete trench shelters, 


for U.D.C. W. H. Wheeldon, P.A.S.L, 
M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., Sur., Memorial-bldgs., 
King-st. :-— 

T. Rayton ... ies ... £276 0 lot. 

J. Milward & Sons ... 17 10 each. 

Ditto ditto .. 122 10 lot. 
*A. Wigley, Queen-st. -- 36 7 each. 
(All of Belper.) 


Blackburn.—Factory, for Textilose English 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.: *W. Livesey & 
Sons, Ltd., Nova Scotia Saw Mills, Bolton- 
rd., Blackburn. 

Bootle.—Alterations to works, for British 
Ropes, Ltd. : *Hughes & Stirling, 4, Brase- 
nose-st., Bootle, Liverpool, 20. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith.—Providing, laying and 
jointing approx. 360 lin. yards of 3-in. spun- 
iron pipes, collection of spring for provision 
of a water supply, for R.D.C. Brady & Par- 
tington, consulting engineers, Market-pl., 
Bacup : *J. Wright. 

Cobh, Eire.—Alterations, heating, plumb- 
ing and lighting to the Cobh General Hos- 
pital. Cyril Ashlin Harrington, architect, 
F.R.LA.L, 73, South Mall, Cork. Quantities 
by O'Connell & Harley, 59, South Mall, Cork : 


W. Lynch, Cork ... ... £17,174 0 0 
T. Thornbury & Co., Ltd., 

Tullamore ... bi --. 16,886 0 0 
J. J. Healy, Cobh ... -- 16,13610 3 
J. Buckley & Sons, Ltd., 

Cork... ae as .. 15,790 5 9 
R. Buckley, Cobh ... .. 15,646 0 0 
Coveney Bros., Cork -. 15,510 0 0 
E. Barrett, Cork ._.. -- 15,433 8 3 
*O’Shea’s, Ltd., Cork ... 14,624 0 0 


Conisborough.—({1) Alterations to lavatories 
at Morley-pl. infants’ school; (2): improve- 
ments to playground at Girls’ Department, 
Denaby Main Council school, for E.C.: (1) 
*Elliott & Co., Mexborough, near Rotherham ; 
(2) *J. Bowden, Edenthorpe, near Doncaster. 

Devon.—Shelters. etc., at schools, for C.C. 
H. V. de Courcy Hague, F.R.1.B.A., County 
Architect, 97, Heavitree-+rd., Exeter :-— 
Brixham : Furzeham Hill, *J. Heron, Brix- 
ham, £795 7s.; Honiton senior, *M. T. Slee- 
mart & Son. Longbrook-terr., Exeter, 
£307 12s.; Honiton junior, *M. T. Sleeman & 
Son, £154 16s.; ‘Newton Abbot: Wain-la. 
senior, *F. J. Zealley & Sons, 5, Powderham- 
rd., Newton Abbot, £425; Paignton : Tweena- 
way senior, *Soper & Ayers, Magdaler-st., 
Exeter, £1,158 10s.; Paignton: Oldway 
junior, *Willcocks & Barnes, Lower Polsham- 
rd.. Paignton, £278; Paignton: Hayes-la., 
*Willeocks & Barnes. £556; Paignton: Cur- 
ledge-st. Girls’, *Willcocks & Barnes, £695; 
Paignton : Curledge-st. Boys’, *Willcocks & 
Barnes, £139; Paignton : Curledge-st. Infants’, 
*“W. J. Cranch & Son, East Allington, 
£203 2s.; Paignton: Polsham-rd., *Willcocks 
& Barnes, £139; Teignmouth Grammar, 
*Soper & Ayers, Magdalen-st., Exeter, 
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£175 10s a h West Lawn Senwr, 
. 


; Teignmouth : Brook- 


Soper & A vers, £1,] 


Soper & ~ Ayers, £726; Torquay 


B vs grammat : ‘Rk. F. Yeo & Sons, Rock-rd 
org _ £676: Totrtes senior, *E. T. Nott, 
Leechwell-gdns., Totnes, £965 7s.; Exmouth : 
Exe ee ” T. Sleeman & Sons, Exeter, 

: Piva n St. Mary Church school, 
| F. Triscott 't Sons, Plympton, £1,119 5s. ; 
E it Glenorchy schoolrooms, erection of 
last walls, *M. T. Sleeman & Sons. Exeter, 
£66: Chivelstone: East Prawye C. of E. 

yO *1 W. C. Seoble & Son, Ltd., 
Kingsbridge, £156 12s. 9d 

Durham.— Works for C.C. : Garage at police 
station. Jarrow, *D. Glen, Bk. Queen’s- 

\., Jarrow, £168 10s. ; alterations and repairs 
to Lanchester Iristitution, *W. Norman, 
Chester-le-Street, £230; sanitary accommoda- 
tion at Easington Institution, *G. W. Sand- 
wick, Wingate, £134. 

Gateshead.—Extensions to loading dock, for 
Co-operative Bakeries: *C.W.S. Building 
Dept., West Blandford-st., Newcastle. 

Glasgow. —Works for. Corporation. _T. 


Somers, architect, Municipal-chams. : Glass 
works at workshops, *J. Thow & Co., Ayr, 
£1,526; repair works, etc., at hospital, 


‘Temple En; gineering Works, Ltd., Glasgow, 
£225 1 ls. 8d 

Gloucester. —External redecorations at hos- 
pital, for T.C. City Architect: *Stock, Pit- 
man & Co., £342 IIs. 

Liverpool. —Works for City Council : Three 
communal restaurants (Thornely & Partners, 
quantity surveyors), *Unit Construction Co.. 
Iid., £17,500 each. Construction of back 
street, sewers, pavings, etc., to flats, Blucher- 
st., *P. R. Heeley, 286/ 8, Whitefield-rd., 
Liverpool, 6, £1,450. Dock waterman’s hut, 
on foundation at Huskisson Dock, “Tysons 
(Contractors), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool, 
£117. 

GLondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts placed 
to value of £500 or over for the week ended 
Feb. 22 :-— 

Building and civil engineering work : 
Richard Costain, Ltd., London. 


FLOORINGS 


‘phone 
BAYswater 0163 


your enquiry for 
Wood Bk Block, T & G Strip, 
Parquet (in various designs) 
and Composition Floorings. 


TURPINS PARQUET FLOORING Co. Ltd. 


25 WOTTING HILL GATE, W.11 
Established 1866 
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LONDON, E.C.1 Tei. Central 4583. 
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Heating work: Young, Austen & Young, 
Ltd., London. 

ates maintenance work : F. Shepherd & 

l4d., York; A. N. Coles (Contractors), 
rig Plymouth ; Williams Bros., Pontardawe ; 
W. & A. Davies, EAd., Pontypool ; and H. C. 
Janes, Lid., Latori. 

Building work : J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 
Manchester. 

GLondon (War Dept.)—Contracts placed for 
week ended Feb. 22 :— 

Hutting (erection) : (Yorkshire) G. Dougill 
& Sons, Ltd., Chesnut-st., Darlington; W. A. 
Keane & Son, Ltd., Westbourne-gr. North, 
Ormesby, Middlesbrough; A. Moore & Sons, 
Spring Hill-rd., Scarborough; arid Thos. 
Feather & Co., Lid., 4, Grangerd., Dar- 
lington ; (Gloucestershire) Williams & Voisey, 
Glenfrome+d., Bristol,2; (Wiltshire) A. J. 
Dunning & Sons, Weyhill ; and P. W. Wilkins 
& Son, Brunswick-sq., Torquay; (Berkshire) 
Holloway Bros., Lid., South Side, The Priory, 
Wimbledon, 8. W. 19; '(Somersetshire) Williams 
& Voisey, Glerffrome-+d., Bristol, 2; (Surrey) 
H. H. & F. Roll, Ltd, 7, Ashley-rd., Epsom ; 
(Co. Antrim) J. Curran, 32, Barrack-st., Bel- 
fast; and W. J. Orr, 2c, Baskin-st., Belfast. 

Miscellatieous work : (Staffordshire) C. A. 
Horton, Ltd., North-st., Brierley Hill; (War- 
wickshire) Rexford (Builders), Lid., New 
borough-rd., Shirley, Birmingham; (Glamor- 
ganshire) Williams Bros., Swansea-rd., 
Pontardawe, Swansea; and (Northumberland) 
Purdie, Lumsden & Co., Lid., 25, Oxford-st., 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Building work: (Somersetshire) Roberts 
Bros, (Contractors), Ltd., Taunton-rd., 
Bridgwater. 

Constructional work: (Dorsetshire) Mears 
Bros. (Contractors), Lid., 154-156, Sydenham- 
rd., Syderfham, S.E.26. 

Malmesbury.—Four houses, Pool Gastons- 
rd., for T.C.: *Bush & Hudson, Chippen- 
ham, £2,120. 

Manchester. — First-aid department at 
works, for Small & Parkes, Ltd. Harry S&S. 
Fairhurst & Son, F,./A.R.I.B.A., chartered 
architects, 55, Brown-st.: *W. Gornall & 
Sons, Ltd., Gore-st., Salford, 3. 

Manchester.—Laboratory block at works, 
for Turner's Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd. Harry 
8. Fairhurst & Son, F. /A.R.1.B. A. , chartered 
architects, 55, Brown-st. : *R. & T. Howarth, 


_ Ltd., Crossfield- wks., Rochdale. 


Ripley.—Alterations to operating theatre, 
new floor and improvements to heating in- 
stallation, for Board of Management : *G. A. 
Wheatley, Ripley. 

Salford.—Reconistruction work, for Groves 
& Whitnall, Lid., 274, Deansgate, Manches- 
ter. F. Riley, ‘(L.), chartered architect, 
Upper Brook-st., Chorlton-on-Medlock, Man- 
chester ; *T. Campion & Son, Devonshire-st., 
Ardwick, Manchester, 12. 
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Whitby.—25 surface shelters of the 48- person 
type, for U.D.C. J. R. Seward, Eng and 
Sur. Quantities by Eng and Sur. :— 

A. Graham & Sons (Hudders- 

field), Lid., Huddersfield... £4,640 10 2 

Theaker, Del & Co., Ltd., 


Staithes oe iss s.. 4,146 5 ¢ 
Breckon Bros., Whitby ... 4,104 6 9 
*R, A. Wilson & Sons, Spring 

Hill, Whitby ... ... 4,048 0 0 


Wolverhampton. — Buildings to house 
kitchen-waste plant, foe T.C.° H:-B. Robin. 
ooh, Boro’ Eng. : Timmins & Davis, 181. Park 

., Wolverhampton, £412. 
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